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increased slightly to 4.8 in 1992 beforeand lowest in the Northeast (3.3), a dis-
Contents dropping to 4.6 in 1993 (1,2). For womenparity that has been persistent but nar-
at risk of divorce (married women 15rowing over time.

years of age and over), the divorce rate Compared with 1980, the number of
increased slightly in 1990 to 20.9 perdivorces in 1990 was lower in every

Divorces and divorce rates. .. 1
Children involved in divorce.. 2

S?J(reatmn 2 1,000 population after declining steadilyregion except the South. The number
RACE . oo oo 4 for 4 years. This rate can be used as atteclined 3 percent in the Northeast,
Physical custody of children. . 5 estimate of the divorce rate per 1,00 percent in the Midwest, and 2 percent
References .. .............. 6 married couples. Thus, approximately dn the West. Divorces in the South in
List of detailed tables . . . . ... 7 percent of married couples in the Unitedl990 (470,000) numbered 5 percent
Technical notes. . . . . .. .. ... 30 States divorced in 1990. higher than in 1980 (449,000). Despite

Table 2 shows the number and ratehe increase in the number for the South,
of divorces by region, division, and Statedivorce rates were lower for all regions in
) ) for 1990, 1989, and 1980. Comparedl990 than in 1980 with the greatest
Divorces and divorce rates with 1989, the number of divorces indecline occurring in the West—from 6.3

The number of divorcing couples in1990 was higher in every region excepto 5.1, a 19-percent decline.
the United States was 1,182,000 in 199¢he Northeast, where it declined slightly. ~ Divorce rates for 1990 by State
the highest number since 1985Within the Northeast, all New Englandranged from 2.7 in Massachusetts to 10.8
(1,190,000) but 3 percent lower than theStates (with the exception of Rhodein Nevada. Compared with 1989, divorce
peak number in 1981 (1,213,000)sland) had lower numbers of divorces irrates for 1990 declined for 14 States and
(table 1). The divorce rate per 1,0001990 thanin 1989. When divorce rates byhe District of Columbia, increased for 26
population in 1990 was 4.7, the same akegion between 1989 and 1990 werétates, and stayed the same for 9 States.
in 1989, but 11 percent lower than thecompared, the rate declined in the NorthWhen divorce rates for 1990 were com-
peak rate of 5.3 in 1979 and 1981€ast, increased in the Midwest and Souttpared with rates for 1980, only eight
Provisional data indicate that the ratéind was unchanged in the West. Th&tates had higher rates in 1990 than in
remained steady at 4.7 in 1991 bufl990 rate was highest in the South (5.51980. Of these States, six were in the
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South (Arkansas, Delaware, Kentuckyinvolved in divorce, ages of the husbandthe number of divorces increased to levels
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Wesand wives at divorce and at marriage, anthat equaled and then exceeded the number
Virginia). The remaining two States withthe duration of marriage were reported by albf children involved in divorce (figure 1). As
higher rates in 1990 than in 1980 (PennsyPRA States. Data used in this report on tha result of these trends, the average number
vania and North Dakota) had very low ratesace of the husband and wife and on thef children per decree fell from 1.20 in 1972
in both years. A comparison between rateghysical custody of the children were fromto a relative low of 0.89 in 1987 and 1988
for 1980 and 1990 showed declines of morthe certificates of DRA States that had thedeefore increasing slightly to its current level.
than 20 percent for Alaska, California, thatems on their certificates and met certaiThe average number of children for
District of Columbia, Maine, Nevada, NewNCHS criteria for reporting. See Technicabdivorcing couples was very similar to the
Hampshire, and New Mexico. The rates fonotes for more information on the data usedverage number of children in all married-
Nebraska, Hawaii, Tennessee, and Virginign this report. couple households in 1990 (0.88) (4).
were the same for both years. Rates were not ] o The rate of children involved in
computed for Louisiana in 1989 and 199¢-hildren involved in divorce divorce per 1,000 children under 18 years
because the reported numbers were Statistics on children involved in of age was 16.8 in 1990, the same as for
incomplete. divorce are important because of thel989, but 10 percent lower than the peak
The numbers and rates of divorcampact divorce can have on theirrate in 1981 (18.7). In 1989 and 1990,
discussed above are from counts ophysical, emotional, and economic welljust over half of divorcing couples had
divorces from every State and the Districbeing (3). Vital statistics data containchildren under 18 years of age at the time
of Columbia. The National Center forinformation on the number and rate ofof their divorce, while 47 percent were
Health Statistics (NCHS) collects thesechildren involved in divorce each year.childless or had children who were older
counts as well as the statistical informaThe number of children involved inthan 18 years of age (table 4). A quarter
tion from the divorce certificates of thedivorce increased for the third consecuef divorcing couples had one child,
31 States and the District of Columbiative year, to 1,075,000 in 1990, while the20 percent had two children, and 8 per-
that comprise the divorce-registrationaverage number of children per decreeent had three children or more. There
area (DRA). The divorces in the DRAwas 0.90 (table 3). The number of chil-was wide variation by State in the percent
accounted for 49 percent of all divorceddren involved in divorce varied betweenof divorcing couples with children,
in 1989 and 1990. Data on the childrerl and 1.2 million during 1972-90 while ranging from 38 percent in the District of
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Figure 1. Estimated number of divorces and children involved in divorces: United States, 1950-90
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Columbia to 64 percent in Nebraska inwhich both spouses were divorcing fromper 1,000 married men 15-19 years of
1990. One reason for this variation isa remarriage, only 29 percent had chilage to 50.2 for men 20-24 years and then
differences among States in the numbeiren upon divorce (data not shown). Parleclined precipitously with increasing
of children in married-couple families. of the reason for fewer children inage to 2.1 for married men 65 years of
Data from the 1990 Census show thatlivorces of remarriages is that these meage and older. For women divorce rates
only 36 percent of married couples in theand women were older than their counterwere at their peak for teenagers aged
District of Columbia had children underparts in first marriages (discussed in thd5-19 years (48.6) and declined with
age 18 compared with 48 percent of marAge section) and, therefore, their childrenncreasing age to 1.4 for women 65 years
ried couples in Nebraska (5,6). would be more likely to be over 18 yearsof age and over. Between 1989 and 1990
The presence of children at divorceof age. The children of couples in remardivorce rates declined only for teenaged
varied by the marital history of theriages of one or both spouses could bemen and women and for men 20-24 years
divorcing couple—fewer remarriagesoffspring of the present couple or chil-of age. All the rates for the remaining age
than first marriages had children upordren brought into the marriage by one ofyroups increased slightly except the rate
divorce. For couples in which both thethe spouses. Vital statistics data do ndior married women 65 years of age and

husband and wife were divorcing from amake this distinction. over, which remained steady.
first marriage, 61 percent of the couples Almost two-thirds of divorcing men
had children under 18 years of age. Fof\ge and three-fourths of divorcing women

couples in which one spouse was Tables 5—7 show that divorce is morewere under 40 years of age (table 6). The
divorcing from a first marriage and thefrequent for married men and womenmodal group for men was 30-34 years of
other from a remarriage, 54 percent ofinder the age of 40 than for older marriecage (20.7 percent) while the modal group
those in which the husband was theouples. Divorce rates varied considerfor women was 25-29 years of age
remarrying partner had children uponably with age and were much higher for(21.8 percent). Since the mid-1970's the
divorce, while 47 percent of those inyounger than older married men andage at divorce for men and women has
which the wife was the remarryingwomen (table5 and figure 2). For menshifted upward as shown by the median
partner had children. For couples in1990 divorce rates increased from 32.&nd mean ages at decree in table 7. The
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median age at decree for men and womesooner than second marriages. First maextent, the variation reflects State differ-
was more than 3 years older in 1990 thaniages and remarriages lasted longer iences in divorce laws. In addition to
in 1975. The median age of menl990 than in 1980, but the increase wadivorce laws, other possible reasons for
divorcing from first marriages increasedgreater for remarriages. variations among States in the duration of
from 30.1 years in 1975 to 33.2 years in  The percent of divorces by durationmarriage are differences in the propor-
1990, while the median age for womerof marriage increased rapidly to a peak ations of first and remarriages. As dis-
increased from 27.9 to 31.1 years. OveB years after which it declined sharplycussed earlier in this report, first
the same period the median age ahrough 10 years and more moderatelynarriages last longer before divorce than
divorce for remarriages also increased buhereafter  (figure 3). Few divorcesremarriages.
by a smaller amount than for first(3.3 percent in 1990) occurred within the
marriages. first year of marriage partly due to Race

One factor that affects the age atequirements by many States that couples For the 27 States and the District of
decree is the age at marriage fobe separated for at least 1 year befor€olumbia that reported information on
divorcing men and women. Tables 8 andbtaining a divorce (table 11). Approxi-the race of the husband and wife in 1990,
9 show that in the last decade the age amately 32 percent of divorces in 199085 percent of divorcing couples were
marriage shifted upward for men andoccurred for couples that had been mamwhite, 11 percent were black, and 1 per-
women. In 1990, 73 percent of divorcingried 1 to 4 years, while 28 percentcent were of races other than white or
husbands and 81 percent of divorcingpccurred for couples married 5 to 9 yearsblack (table 12). The remaining 3 percent
wives were under 30 years of age at théltogether, 63 percent of divorcing of divorces were for interracial couples,
time of their marriages, compared withcouples had been married less than 1@ith divorces between a white husband
80 and 87 percent, respectively, in 1980years. Only 12 percent of divorces wereand “other” wife the most frequent com-
Table 9 shows that the median age dor couples married 20 years or longer. bination.
marriage for divorcing husbands and There were differences among States Studies have found higher rates of
wives was approximately 2 years older irin the timing of divorce as shown by themarital dissolution for black than white
1990 (24.9 and 22.6 years, respectivelypercent distribution and the median duraeouples (8,9). Racial differences in eco-
than in the 1970's and rose steadilytion of marriages before divorce. In 1990nomic circumstances and social networks
throughout the 1980's. In 1990 thethe percent of divorces with durations ofhave been cited as some of the reasons
median age at marriage was approxiless than 1 year ranged from 8.6 in Alafor the disparity. In 1990 divorce rates for
mately 10 years younger for first mar-bama to 0.6 percent in Virginia. Theblack men and women were nearly 30
riages (23.1 years for men; 21.0 years fomedian duration of marriage beforeand 20 percent higher, respectively, than
women) than for remarriages (33.7 yearslivorce was shortest in Alabama, Kenfor white men and women and almost
for men; 30.6 years for women) ending intucky, and Tennessee (5.8 years) antvice those of men and women of
divorce. The median age at marriagéongest in Maryland (9.1 years). To somé&other” races (table 13). The divorce rate
increased for first marriages and for
remarriages in the 1980’s while main-
taining the 10-year differential. The find- 10 r
ings regarding the median age a
marriage for divorcing couples are con-
sistent with recent marriage data, whict
show increases in the age at marriag
during the same period (7).

Duration

Most divorces are concentrated
within the first 10 years of marriage as
shown by the data in tables 10 and 11 an
in figure 3. The median duration of mar-
riage for divorcing couples in 1989 and in
1990 was 7.2 years, which is the longes
duration in the 1970-90 period (table 10)
In 1990 the median duration for first
marriages was approximately 8 years fo
men and women, while the median dura
tion for remarriages was more than Z 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
years shorter (between 5 and 6 years fc Duration in years

m'en and Women)- Among remarragesgigyre 3. Percent distribution of divorces by duration of marriage: Divorce-registration
third marriages ended about 2 yeararea, 1990

Percent distribution
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for black men was 24.6 per 1,000 comionger before divorce (10.3 years) tharfor one of the spouses in which the
pared with 19.1 for white men and 12.7marriages for white couples (9.2 yearsghildren are brought in from the first
for men of “other” races. The divorce and couples of “other” races (9.1 years).marriage. For the 19 States that reported
rates for women by race were eitheData from previous years have showrtustody information in 1990, Virginia had
identical or very similar to those of thethat black husbands and wives separatbe highest percent of divorces in which
men—22.8 for black women, 19.1 forsooner than white husbands and wivegustody was not awarded (72 percent),
white women, and 13.1 for women ofbut take more than twice as long to endvhile Nebraska had the lowest (39 per-
“other” races. their separations in divorce (10). All com-cent). The variation by State in the per-
The pattern in divorce rates by agebinations of interracial marriages endedtent of divorces in which custody was not
differed between races. For white mersooner than same-race marriages withwarded corresponded somewhat to the
and women and those of “other” races,marriages between an “other” husbandvariation in the percent of divorces with
divorce rates in 1990 were at their pealand a black wife lasting the shortesno children present (table 4).
for the youngest age group, 15-24 yearength of time before divorce—5.3 years  In 1990 the wife was awarded cus-
of age, and then they declined steadilypn average. tody of the children almost three-fourths
with increasing age. For black men and Table 16 shows the average numbef72 percent) of the time in those divorces
women, the divorce rate peaked later, abf children per decree by race of thein which custody was awarded. Joint cus-
25-29 years of age, and declined therdausband and wife. When comparingody was the second most common
after. This delayed peak reflects the factkame-race couples in 1990, there waarrangement (16 percent) while husbands
that black men and women are older atery little difference in the averagewere awarded custody in 9 percent of
the time of marriage (tabular data nomumber of children ranging from 0.90 tothese divorces. Divorces in which cus-
shown) and take longer to divorce thar0.91 for white and black couples to 0.9&ody was awarded to someone other than
white men and women (as discussed latdor couples of “other” races. Except for the husband and/or wife were rare,
in this report). Divorce rates for all ageinterracial marriages between a whiteaccounting for only 1 percent of the
groups except 15-24 years were highewife and a black husband, the averagdivorces in which custody was awarded.
for black men and women than for theirnumber of children per decree for interraDivorces in which children of the same
white and “other” counterparts. cial couples was substantially lower tharfamily were given different custody
Tables 14-16 present data by race dbr same-race couples—ranging betweearrangements (for example, the husband
the husband and wife on the mean age &74 and 0.79. is awarded custody of some of the chil-
time of decree, mean duration of mar- dren while the wife is awarded custody of
riage, and average number of children p . . other children) comprised 2 percent of
decree. In 1990 black men and Wome’?[ighys'caI custody of children the total number of divorces in which
were approximately a year older at the  Starting with 1989 data NCHS begancustody was awarded. Most States have
time of their divorce than white men andcollecting information on who was divorce laws that state that custody
women and those of “other” racesawarded the physical custody of the chilshould be awarded to either or both par-
(table 14). Within racial groups the pat-dren at divorce. Data were collected orents based on the “best interests of the
tern in the relative ages differedthe number of children awarded to thechild.” Some reasons why wives are
depending on the race of the spouse. lhusband, wife, the husband and wifeawarded custody more often are because
general black men and women wergointly, or to some person other than thehey more often request custody of the
younger at divorce when they were marhusband or wife. Fifteen States reporteghildren and also because of strong legal
ried to a white or “other” spouse than custody information in 1989; the numberpresumptions and traditions that favor the
when they were married to a blackof reporting States increased to 19 immother as the custodial parent, especially
spouse. Likewise, husbands of races othéi990. when the children are young (11,12). In
than white and black who were in inter- Tables 17 and 18 contain similarrecent years more fathers are taking a
racial marriages were also younger ainformation except that the data inmore active role in child care after
divorce than their counterparts in sametable 17 show the number of divorcegdivorce mostly through the adoption of
race marriages. This was also true fotabulated by person(s) to whom custodyaws that provide for joint custody. Most
women of “other” races. White husbandswas awarded, while the data in table 1&tates have adopted provisions for joint
and wives were younger at divorce whershow the total number of children forcustody although the advantages and dis-
they were married to black spouses, butwhom  custody was  determined.advantages of this arrangement have been
consistent pattern was not evident wheiccording to the data in table 17, 46 perextensively debated (13). Variations by
their spouses were of “other” races. cent of divorces in 1990 had custodyState in the distribution of custody
The differences in the relative agesawarded while 54 percent did not. Mostarrangements reflect differences in State
of husbands and wives according to thef the divorces in which custody was notlaws regarding joint custody. Custody
race of their spouses can be partly attribawarded were those in which no childrerawarded to the mother was the most
uted to differences in the duration ofwere involved in the divorce. There werecommon  arrangement in  every
marriage for these couples. Table 15ome cases in which children wereState—ranging from 45 percent of the
shows that in 1990, marriages for blacknvolved in the divorce but custody wasdivorces in which custody was awarded
couples lasted approximately 1 yeanot awarded. An example is a remarriagin Montana to 81 percent in Alabama.
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The second most common arrangemetihey were in first marriages rather than iri1. Kelly JB. The determination of child
varied among States and was either theecond, third, or higher-order marriages
father awarded custody or joint custody(table 21). Joint custody was also more

The percent of divorces in which thelikely for husbands in first marriages
was awarded custody varied16 percent).

father
between 5 and 12 percent by State, while

the percent of divorces in which joint References

custody was awarded had a much wide

disparity among States, ranging between’
4 and 44 percent. Divorces in which a

person other than the husband or wife
was awarded custody and divorces in
which there was a combination of cus-

tody arrangements accounted for a smafl.
percent of divorces in all States.

The data in table 18 for children for
whom custody was reported are very
similar to the data in table 17 for divorces
in which custody was awarded. In 1990
the wife was awarded custody of 73 per-"
cent of the children for whom custody
was reported; husband and wife jointly,
16 percent; husband, 10 percent; and
someone other than the wife and/or hus-
band, 1 percent. The percent distribution
by type of custody arrangement showed.
the greatest variation among States in
cases where custody was awarded to the
wife and where custody was awarded to
the wife and husband jointly.

Table 19 shows that in 1990 the per-
cent of children awarded to the husband
increased from 9 percent for those hus-
bands 20-24 years of age to 13 percent
for husbands 45-49 years of age and then
declined slightly for husbands 50 years o06.
age or older (11 percent). This probably
reflects the fact that the children of older
husbands are more likely to be older than
the children of younger husbands; and
husbands more often request custody df
older children (14). The percent of chil-
dren that were awarded jointly peaked for
husbands and wives in age groups from
35 to 44 years.

White and “other” husbands were g,
more likely to be awarded custody of
children than black husbands (table 20).
There were also more joint custody
awards for white and “other” husbands
and wives. Thus, more than a quarter of
white and “other” husbands (28-31 per-g'
cent) were awarded the custody of their
children through either sole or joint cus-
tody compared with 12 percent of black;q
husbands.

In 1990 husbands were more likely
awarded custody of their children when
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decree: Total of 15 reporting
States in 1989 and total of 19
reporting States in 1990. . ..

Number and percent distribu-
tion of children under 18 years
of age for whom custody was
reported, by person(s) awarded
custody, according to race of
husband and wife: Total of 13
reporting States in 1989 and
total of 17 reporting States in
1990 . .. ..o

Number and percent distribu-
tion of children under 18 years
of age for whom custody was
reported, by person(s) awarded
custody, according to number
of this marriage of husband
and wife: Total of 15 reporting
States in 1989 and total of 19
reporting States in 1990. . ..

24

25

27

29
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Symbols
- - - Data not available

Category not applicable
- Quantity zero

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less
than 0.05

* Figure does not meet standard of
reliability or precision
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Table 1. Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, 1940-90

[Data refer only to events occurring within the United States. Alaska included beginning with 1959, and Hawaii, beginning with 1960. Rates per 1,000 population
enumerated as of April 1 for 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Rate per 1,000 —

Divorces Married
and Total women 15
Year annulments populationt years and over
1990 . . . 1,182,000 4.7 20.9
1989 . . 1,157,000 4.7 20.4
1988 . 1,167,000 4.8 20.7
1087 . . 1,166,000 4.8 20.8
1986 . . 1,178,000 4.9 21.2
1985 . 1,190,000 5.0 21.7
1984 . . 1,169,000 5.0 215
1983 1,158,000 5.0 21.3
1982 . 1,170,000 5.1 21.7
198l . . e 1,213,000 5.3 22.6
1980 . . 1,189,000 5.2 22.6
1979 . 1,181,000 5.3 22.8
1978 . 1,130,000 51 21.9
1977 1,091,000 5.0 21.1
1976 . 1,083,000 5.0 21.1
1975 1,036,000 4.8 20.3
1974 . 977,000 4.6 19.3
1973 915,000 4.3 18.2
1972 . 845,000 4.0 17.0
107 . e 773,000 3.7 15.8
1970 . o 708,000 35 14.9
1969 . . . e 639,000 3.2 13.4
1068 . . . 584,000 29 12.5
1967 . 523,000 2.6 11.2
1966 . . . . e 499,000 2.5 10.9
1965 . . 479,000 25 10.6
1964 . 450,000 2.4 10.0
1963 . . e 428,000 2.3 9.6
1962 . . e 413,000 2.2 9.4
1961 . . 414,000 2.3 9.6
1960 . . . 393,000 2.2 9.2
1059 . 395,000 2.2 9.3
1958 . 368,000 2.1 8.9
1057 381,000 2.2 9.2
1056 . . . 382,000 2.3 9.4
1955 377,000 2.3 9.3
1954 . 379,000 2.4 9.5
1053 L 390,000 25 9.9
1952 392,000 25 10.1
195 . 381,000 2.5 9.9
1950 . . . 385,000 2.6 10.3
1949 . 397,000 2.7 10.6
1948 . . e 408,000 2.8 11.2
1047 483,000 3.4 13.6
1946 . . 610,000 4.3 17.9
1945 . e 485,000 35 14.4
1944 . e 400,000 29 12.0
1943 359,000 2.6 11.0
1942 . o e 321,000 2.4 10.1
1941 . . 293,000 2.2 9.4
1940 . . 264,000 2.0 8.8

1Rates for 198188 are revised and may differ from rates published previously. See Technical notes.
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Table 2. Number and rate of divorces and annulments: United States, each region, division, and State, 1980, 1989, and 1990

[Data are counts of decrees granted supplied by States. Figures for the divorce-registration States differ from those based on sample data shown in table 4. Rates per
1,000 population in each area enumerated as of April 1 for 1980 and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Number Rate
Region, division, and State 1990 1989 1980 1990 1989 1980
United States . . . . . ..o 11,182,000 11,157,000 1,189,000 4.7 47 5.2
Regions:
Northeast. . . . ................. 169,000 171,000 174,000 3.3 3.4 3.5
Midwest .. ................... 274,000 262,000 292,000 4.6 4.4 5.0
SOUth © o oo 1470,000 1457,000 449,000 155 154 6.0
WeSL. . . oo 269,000 267,000 274,000 5.1 5.1 6.3
Northeast:
New England. . . .. .............. 44,039 45,715 49,049 3.3 35 4.0
Middle Atlantic. . . . ... ........... 125,367 125,002 124,690 3.3 3.3 34
Midwest:
East North Central . . ............. 2197,347 2187,709 212,405 247 245 51
West North Central . . .. ........... 76,256 74,778 79,625 4.3 4.2 4.6
South:
South Atlantic . . . ............... 227,039 218,540 206,344 5.2 51 5.6
EastSouth Central . . ... .......... 91,508 90,265 287,528 6.0 6.0 26.0
West South Central . . .. .......... 2148,007 2143,093 2155,025 * * 265
West:
Mountain . . ... 279,425 276,582 86,088 26.5 26.3 7.6
Pacific. . . .o 179,884 2182,036 187,900 4.6 247 5.9
New England:
Maine . . ........... ... . ... ... 5,176 5,702 6,205 4.2 4.7 55
New Hampshire. . . .. ............ 4,933 5,011 5,254 45 45 5.7
Vermont. . . ... ... ... 2,491 2,523 2,623 4.4 4.5 51
Massachusetts. . . . ... ........... 16,258 16,819 17,873 2.7 2.8 3.1
Rhode Island. . . .. .............. 3,754 3,626 3,606 3.7 3.6 3.8
Connecticut. . . ... .. ... .. .. ..., 11,427 12,034 13,488 35 3.7 4.3
Middle Atlantic:
NewYork..................... 58,283 60,570 61,972 3.2 34 35
New Jersey. . .. ................ 27,113 26,059 27,796 35 3.4 3.8
Pennsylvania. . . .. .............. 39,971 38,373 34,922 3.4 3.2 2.9
East North Central:
OhiO. ..o 53,504 48,627 58,809 4.9 4.5 5.4
Indiana . . .. ... 239,571 235,010 340,006 27.1 %6.3 37.3
Minois . . . ... ... 45,977 46,066 50,997 4.0 4.0 4.5
Michigan . .. ........ .. ........ 40,568 40,276 45,047 4.4 4.4 4.9
Wisconsin. . . . ... ... 17,727 17,730 17,546 3.6 3.7 3.7
West North Central:
Minnesota . . ... 15,595 15,675 415,371 3.6 3.6 43.8
lowa . ....... ... .. .. .. . . .. ... 10,913 10,507 11,854 3.9 3.8 4.1
Missouri. . .. ......... ... ... ... 25,701 25,139 27,595 5.0 4.9 5.6
North Dakota. . . . . .............. 2,320 2,229 2,142 3.6 35 3.3
SouthDakota . .. ............... 2,651 2,624 2,811 3.8 3.8 4.1
Nebraska. .. .................. 6,496 6,308 6,442 4.1 4.0 4.1
Kansas . .. ................... 12,580 12,296 13,410 51 5.0 57
South Atlantic:
Delaware . . . . ... ., 2,986 2,896 2,313 4.5 4.4 3.9
Maryland . . . .................. 16,607 16,321 17,494 35 35 4.1
District of Columbia. . . . ... ........ 2,291 2,751 4,682 3.8 4.4 7.3
virginia ... 27,307 25,808 23,615 4.4 4.2 4.4
West Virginia. . . . ............... 9,775 9,154 10,273 5.4 5.1 5.3
North Carolina. . . .. ............. 34,039 32,272 28,050 51 4.9 4.8
South Carolina. . . . .............. 16,182 15,115 13,595 4.6 4.4 4.4
Georgia. . ..o 36,857 34,558 34,743 5.7 54 6.4
Florida. . . . ......... .. ........ 80,995 79,665 71,579 6.2 6.3 7.3
East South Central:
KeMtUcky « v oo 20,897 20,396 216,731 5.7 55 246
Tennessee . . .. ... ... 32,198 31,939 30,206 6.6 6.6 6.6
Alabama . ... ........ .. ... ..., 25,678 24,985 26,745 6.3 6.2 6.9
Mississippi « . . .. 12,735 12,945 13,846 4.9 5.0 55
West South Central:
Arkansas . . . ... 16,655 16,687 215,882 7.1 7.1 26.9
Louisiana .. .................. 212,525 29,922 218,108 * * 24.3
Oklahoma. . . . ................. 24,977 23,050 24,226 7.9 7.3 8.0
TOXAS © o oo 93,850 93,434 96,809 5.5 5.6 6.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 2. Number and rate of divorces and annulments: United States, each region, division, and State, 1980, 1989, and 1990—Con.

[Data are counts of decrees granted supplied by States. Figures for the divorce-registration States differ from those based on sample data shown in table 4. Rates per
1,000 population in each area enumerated as of April 1 for 1980 and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Number Rate
Region, division, and State 1990 1989 1980 1990 1989 1980
Mountain:
Montana . .................... 4,049 4,112 4,940 5.1 5.1 6.3
Idaho . ............. .. .. ..... 6,446 6,275 6,596 6.4 6.3 7.0
WYOming . .« oo 3,132 3,034 4,003 6.9 6.6 8.5
Colorado . .. .................. 18,665 18,686 18,571 5.6 5.7 6.4
New Mexico . . . .. .o 29,327 28,817 10,426 26.1 259 8.0
AfZONA . . oo 25,088 23,153 19,908 6.8 6.4 7.3
Utah. ... ... .. 8,950 8,119 7,802 5.2 4.8 5.3
Nevada . . . ..o oiee 13,095 13,203 13,842 10.8 11.6 17.3
Pacific:
Washington. . . .. ............... 28,757 26,890 28,642 5.9 5.7 6.9
OregoN . . . v oo 15,734 15,079 17,762 5.5 5.4 6.7
California . . . .................. 127,044 25131,025 133,541 43 2545 5.6
Alaska. . . ..o 3,170 3,429 3,517 5.7 6.3 8.8
Hawaii. . . .. ... 5,179 5,613 4,438 4.6 5.1 4.6

lFigure includes estimates; see Technical notes.

2pata are incomplete; see Technical notes.

3some counties reported divorce petitions filed rather than decrees granted.
4Data are estimated.

SIncludes approximately 1,000 legal separations.
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Table 3. Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments, average number of children per decree, and rate per 1,000
children under 18 years of age: United States, 1950-90

[Data refer to children under 18 years of age and only to events occurring within the United States. Beginning in 1960, estimated from frequencies based on sample
data; for 1950-59, estimated from total counts. For estimating method, see Technical notes. Population enumerated as of April 1 for 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 and
estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Estimated Average Rate per
number of number of 1,000 children
children children under 18
Year involved per decree years of age
1990 . . . 1,075,000 0.90 16.8
1089 . . 1,063,000 0.91 16.8
1988 . 1,044,000 0.89 16.4
1987 1,038,000 0.89 16.3
1086 . . 1,064,000 0.90 16.8
1985 . 1,091,000 0.92 17.3
1984 . 1,081,000 0.92 17.2
1083 . 1,091,000 0.94 17.4
1982 . 1,108,000 0.94 17.6
1981 . . 1,180,000 0.97 18.7
1980 . .o 1,174,000 0.98 17.3
1979 . 1,181,000 1.00 18.4
1978 . 1,147,000 1.01 17.7
1977 1,095,000 1.00 16.7
1976 . 1,117,000 1.03 16.9
1975 1,123,000 1.08 16.7
1974 . 1,099,000 1.12 16.2
1973 1,079,000 117 15.7
1972 1,021,000 1.20 14.7
1971 946,000 1.22 13.6
1970 . . 870,000 1.22 125
1969 . . 840,000 131 11.9
1968 . . 784,000 1.34 1.1
1967 . 701,000 1.34 9.9
1966 . . .o 669,000 1.34 9.5
1965 . . 630,000 1.32 8.9
1964 . . 613,000 1.36 8.7
1963 . . 562,000 131 8.2
1962 . . 532,000 1.29 7.9
L1961 . . 516,000 1.25 7.8
1960 . . . o 463,000 1.18 7.2
1959 . . 468,000 1.18 75
1958 . 398,000 1.08 6.5
1957 379,000 0.99 6.4
1956 . o 361,000 0.95 6.3
1955 . 347,000 0.92 6.3
1954 341,000 0.90 6.4
1953 330,000 0.85 6.4
1952 318,000 0.81 6.2
1951 . 304,000 0.80 6.1

1950 . . 299,000 0.78 6.3
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Table 4. Number of divorces and annulments and percent distribution, by number of children involved under 18 years of age: Divorce-
registration area and each registration State, 1989 and 1990

[Based on sample data]

Number of children involved under 18 years of age

All divorces 4 or
Area and year and annulments Total None 1 2 3 more
1990 Number Percent distribution
Divorce-registrationarea . . . . . ........ 580,111 100.0 47.0 25.1 20.0 6.1 1.8
Alabama . ... .......... ... .. . ... 25,770 100.0 48.9 26.3 17.8 5.2 1.7
Alaska . ... .. .. 3,161 100.0 50.9 22.0 19.1 5.5 25
Connecticut . . . . ... ... . 10,330 100.0 50.5 23.9 19.2 5.2 1.2
Delaware. . . ... ... ... ... .. . ... 3,034 100.0 475 25.2 19.9 5.7 1.7
District of Columbia . . ... ........... 2,490 100.0 62.0 22.3 11.8 2.7 1.2
Georgia. . . . v v 36,940 100.0 47.8 26.6 195 4.8 1.3
Hawaii . .. ..................... 5,179 100.0 47.7 23.3 20.2 6.4 24
Idaho . . ......... .. ... ... ... 6,458 100.0 45.2 22.7 20.4 7.9 3.8
Minois. . . . ... ... .. . . 45,990 100.0 455 247 20.9 7.1 1.8
lowa. . . ..o 10,914 100.0 41.1 24.3 23.7 8.6 2.2
Kansas. . .. ...... ... 12,570 100.0 44.8 23.6 21.9 7.5 2.3
Kentucky. . .. ........ . ... ..... 20,750 100.0 49.0 25.9 19.0 5.0 11
Maryland. . . . ... ... . 16,565 100.0 53.9 25.3 15.8 4.1 0.9
Massachusetts . . . ... ............. 16,280 100.0 45.3 25.2 21.4 6.6 15
Michigan. . .. ................... 40,640 100.0 46.3 22.7 21.8 6.7 2.4
Missouri . . ... 25,685 100.0 45.8 25.9 20.3 6.2 1.8
Montana . . . .. ... .. ... 4,049 100.0 44.7 23.6 215 7.7 25
Nebraska. . . ... ................. 6,500 100.0 36.4 247 25.1 10.9 29
New Hampshire . .. ............... 4,955 100.0 40.6 259 24.4 7.2 1.9
New York. . . ... ... .. . ... 58,160 100.0 52.5 24.3 171 4.9 1.2
Ohio. . . ... . 53,500 100.0 46.4 25.1 20.6 6.4 15
Oregon . . . . oo oo 15,755 100.0 48.2 225 20.4 6.2 2.7
Pennsylvania . . . ................. 40,120 100.0 43.2 27.6 21.3 6.4 1.6
Rhodelsland . . ... ............... 3,754 100.0 42.7 27.7 22.0 6.2 1.5
South Carolina . . . ................ 16,190 100.0 46.7 27.6 19.1 5.2 1.4
SouthDakota . . . ................. 2,654 100.0 40.3 24.8 23.6 8.3 3.0
TENNESSEE. . . v v v v v i 32,110 100.0 50.1 27.1 175 4.6 0.8
Utah. . . .. ... . 8,950 100.0 36.8 21.6 21.4 11.6 8.6
Vermont . . ... ... 2,491 100.0 42.6 23.8 25.0 6.4 2.2
Virginia. . ... 27,275 100.0 51.3 26.1 17.6 4.2 0.9
Wisconsin . . .. ... 17,760 100.0 39.4 24.6 25.0 8.7 2.3
Wyoming. . . .. ... 3,132 100.0 43.2 23.1 22.8 8.2 2.7
1989
Divorce-registration area . . . ... ....... 568,441 100.0 46.8 25.2 19.9 6.2 1.9
Alabama . .. ... ....... .. ........ 25,085 100.0 48.2 26.7 18.4 5.2 15
Alaska . ... ... .. 3,419 100.0 47.6 24,5 19.2 6.2 25
Connecticut . . . . ... ... 11,852 100.0 50.9 23.9 18.7 5.3 1.2
Delaware. . . . .. ... ... .. ... .. ... 2,896 100.0 47.0 26.9 19.0 5.7 1.3
District of Columbia . . . ... .......... 1,842 100.0 63.0 22.0 11.1 2.7 *
GEOrgia. « « v v v 35,180 100.0 49.6 26.1 17.7 5.2 1.4
Hawaii . .. .......... . .......... 5,613 100.0 44.6 25.1 20.9 6.4 2.9
Idaho . . .. ... ... ... 6,286 100.0 44.6 22.6 215 7.5 3.8
inois. . . ... ... 45,870 100.0 45.4 25.0 20.4 7.0 21
lowa. . ..o 10,510 100.0 39.1 24.4 25.3 9.0 23
Kansas. . ...................... 12,294 100.0 44.5 23.1 22.4 7.5 24
Kentucky. . . . ...... ... ... ... ..., 20,395 100.0 50.3 26.6 16.6 4.9 1.6
Maryland. . . . ... ... . ... ... ... 16,315 100.0 53.2 25.9 16.2 4.0 0.8
Massachusetts . . . .. .............. 16,845 100.0 45.5 25.5 21.1 5.8 2.2
Michigan. . ... ... .. ....... ... 40,270 100.0 44.1 24.4 21.4 7.3 3.0
Missouri ... ... .. 25,135 100.0 48.0 24.3 19.7 6.3 1.7
Montana . . . .. ...... ... ... 4,103 100.0 44.9 22.4 22.5 7.7 25
Nebraska. . . .. .................. 6,344 100.0 37.1 25.3 24.7 9.9 3.1
New Hampshire . . ................ 5,023 100.0 42.3 26.4 23.0 6.6 1.8
New York. . ... ... ... .. ... 60,600 100.0 52.9 22.7 16.9 5.8 1.7
Ohio. . .. ... 48,630 100.0 45.4 25.4 21.0 6.3 1.9
Oregon. . . .o v v i e 15,095 100.0 47.6 217 215 6.7 25
Pennsylvania . . . ................. 38,390 100.0 42.7 26.9 22.5 6.3 1.6
Rhode Island . . .. ................ 3,626 100.0 40.5 26.1 24.6 6.6 2.2
South Carolina . . . ................ 15,120 100.0 46.6 28.4 19.0 4.9 1.1
SouthDakota . . . . ................ 2,627 100.0 41.5 24.4 23.1 8.2 2.8
Tennessee. . . . ... 31,880 100.0 50.1 26.9 17.6 4.2 1.1
Utah. . . .. ... .. 8,114 100.0 37.8 22.4 21.0 10.6 8.3
Vermont . ... ... 2,523 100.0 39.8 25.3 26.2 6.6 21
Virginia. .. ... 25,790 100.0 50.7 26.7 17.0 4.6 1.0
Wisconsin . . . ... ... 17,735 100.0 37.6 25.6 25.6 8.7 25

Wyoming. . . ... 3,034 100.0 42.0 23.2 24.3 7.6 29
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Table 5. Number of divorces and annulments by age of men and women at time of decree, 1990; and rates by age of men and women at
time of decree, 1970, 1980, and 1984—90: Divorce-registration area

[Based on sample data. Before calculation of rates, figures for age not stated were distributed. Before 1989, rates exclude data for Michigan, Ohio, and South Dakota;
beginning in 1989 rates exclude data for Ohio and South Dakota. Rates per 1,000 married population in specified group enumerated as of April 1 for 1970 and 1980
and estimated as of July 1 for all other years]

Number Rate
Age of men and
women at time of decree 1990 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1980 1970
Men
Allages . ............ 580,111 19.2 18.7 18.9 18.8 19.0 19.4 19.2 19.8 14.2
15-19yearst. ... ... ... 2,183 32.8 34.7 37.5 37.6 41.2 40.0 42.9 29.3 15.1
20-24years. . .. ....... 41,952 50.2 51.1 55.9 52.2 49.5 49.9 48.2 46.9 33.6
25-29vyears. . . ........ 100,807 39.3 37.9 38.9 37.6 38.2 38.4 37.6 41.4 30.0
30-34years. . ......... 111,292 31.9 30.5 30.2 30.4 30.6 30.4 317 33.8 22.3
35-39years. . ......... 94,481 25.9 25.8 26.1 26.0 25.4 26.3 27.1 26.8 17.9
40-44 years. . . . ... 75,535 21.9 21.7 21.3 21.4 22.2 23.2 22.0 21.0 13.8
45-49 years. . . . ... ... 47,805 17.3 16.9 17.0 17.1 17.2 16.7 16.1 14.5 10.7
50-54years. . ......... 27,388 12.0 115 11.4 11.0 10.8 1.1 10.7 9.5 7.6
55-59vyears. .. ........ 16,062 7.8 7.2 7.0 6.5 6.4 6.8 6.4 5.8 5.1
60-64years. . ......... 9,623 4.7 45 4.5 4.3 4.2 4.1 4.0 3.7 3.4
65 years and over . . . . ... 9,599 2.1 2.0 19 2.0 2.0 2.1 19 19 1.9
Notstated . . .. ........ 43,384
Women

Allages . ............ 580,111 18.7 18.4 185 18.6 18.8 19.2 18.8 19.5 14.0
15-19yearst. ... ... ... 8,316 48.6 52.0 56.3 49.5 51.4 48.4 455 42.4 26.9
20-24years. . .. ....... 69,340 46.0 44.8 46.3 46.0 46.2 46.8 44.4 47.2 33.3
25-29vyears. . . ........ 116,486 36.6 35.6 35.6 33.9 34.8 35.6 35.0 37.8 25.7
30-34years. . ......... 111,421 27.9 27.7 26.7 27.2 27.7 28.6 28.1 29.2 18.9
35-39years. .. ........ 86,858 23.1 22.6 22.3 23.1 23.0 23.4 235 23.3 14.8
40-44 years. . . .. ... .. 66,310 19.3 19.1 19.0 18.7 18.8 19.6 18.5 16.7 11.9
45-49 years. . . . ... ... 36,852 13.8 12.9 13.0 13.1 12.8 12.6 11.8 10.8 8.5
50-54years. .. ........ 18,330 8.2 7.8 7.8 75 7.6 7.4 7.4 6.6 5.6
55-59vyears. .. ........ 9,285 4.8 4.7 4.7 45 4.2 4.2 4.3 3.9 35
60-64years. . ......... 5,670 2.9 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.3
65 years and over . . . . . .. 5,151 14 1.4 15 15 15 1.6 14 14 1.3
Notstated . . .. ........ 46,092

Lincludes divorces of persons under 15 years of age.
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Table 6. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of decree: Divorce-registration area, 1970
and 1980-90

[Based on sample data]

Age of husband and

wife at time of decree 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980 1970
Husband Percent distribution
Allages ... ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years. . . ........... 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.8
20-24years. . . ... 7.8 8.2 8.7 9.0 9.7 10.3 10.6 11.0 11.7 125 135 16.3
25-29years. . . ... 18.8 18.9 19.8 20.2 20.6 21.0 20.9 21.3 22.0 22.8 23.4 22.8
30-34years. . . ... 20.7 21.2 20.8 20.8 20.6 20.6 20.7 21.0 21.3 22.1 21.4 16.2
35-39years. . ... 17.6 17.5 17.2 17.3 17.6 17.2 17.1 16.6 16.3 15.1 14.6 12.8
40-44 years. . . ... 14.1 13.7 13.3 13.0 12.1 12.0 11.8 11.5 10.7 10.0 9.8 10.7
45-49 years. . . ... 8.9 8.6 8.4 8.1 7.8 7.4 7.4 7.2 6.9 6.7 6.5 8.3
50-54years. ... ............ 5.1 5.0 4.9 4.8 4.8 4.8 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.6 4.4 5.4
55-59vyears. . .. ............ 3.0 3.0 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.7 3.2
60-64years. .. ............. 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.6 17 1.7 15 15 14 1.8
65yearsandover . . .......... 1.8 1.8 17 17 1.7 17 1.6 15 15 1.4 14 17
Wife

Allages . ................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years. .. ........... 1.6 1.6 17 17 2.0 2.1 2.2 25 2.7 2.9 3.4 4.1
20-24years. . . ... 13.0 13.3 14.4 15.0 16.3 16.8 17.3 17.4 18.6 19.5 20.8 24.9
25-29years. . ... 21.8 22.4 22.6 22.6 22.8 23.1 23.1 23.6 24.1 24.8 24.6 21.8
30-34years. .. ............. 20.9 21.1 20.4 20.3 19.8 19.9 19.7 195 19.9 20.2 194 14.4
35-39years. . . ... 16.3 16.2 15.8 16.1 16.2 155 15.4 15.0 14.2 13.1 12.8 11.0
40-44 years. . . ..o 12.4 11.8 11.4 11.0 10.1 10.2 9.8 9.5 8.8 8.2 7.7 9.4
45-49 years. . . ... 6.9 6.6 6.5 6.2 5.8 5.6 55 55 5.1 4.9 4.8 6.8
50-54years. .. ............. 3.4 3.3 3.3 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.1 3.1 3.8
55-50years. . ... ........... 17 1.8 1.8 19 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.9 18 1.8 1.7 2.0
60-64years. . .............. 11 1.0 11 11 11 11 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 1.0

65yearsandover . ........... 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
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Table 7. Median and mean age of husband and wife at time of decree by number of this marriage: Divorce-registration area, 1970-90

[Based on sample data. Means and medians computed on data by single years of age]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marriage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third Number of Third Number of
First Second marriage marriage First Second marriage marriage
Year Total marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated Total marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated

Median age in years

1990 ... ... 35.6 33.2 41.5 40.4 44.9 35.1 33.2 311 38.2 37.3 40.6 32.8
1989 ... ... 35.4 32.9 41.2 40.2 44.3 35.6 32.9 30.9 37.7 36.8 40.2 33.1
1988 .. ... ... 35.1 32.7 40.8 39.7 44.1 35.3 32.6 30.6 37.5 36.6 40.1 32.7
1987 ... ... 34.9 32.6 40.4 39.5 43.7 35.1 32.5 30.5 37.3 36.4 39.8 32.6
1986 ... ... ... 34.6 32.4 40.0 39.2 43.5 34.9 32.1 30.2 37.0 36.1 39.4 32.2
1985 .. ... 34.4 32.2 39.8 38.8 43.0 345 31.9 30.0 36.8 36.0 39.1 31.8
1984 ... ... ... 34.3 32.2 39.6 38.5 42.7 34.4 31.7 30.0 36.4 35.7 38.5 315
1983 .. ... 34.0 32.1 39.3 38.3 42.6 34.1 315 29.8 36.3 35.5 38.9 313
R 33.6 31.7 39.1 38.0 42.4 33.7 311 29.5 35.8 35.0 38.8 30.9
1981 . ... ... 33.1 314 38.5 37.4 42.4 33.4 30.6 29.1 35.3 34.5 38.5 30.6
1980 . ... ... 32.7 31.0 38.3 37.3 41.9 32.8 30.3 28.8 35.2 34.3 38.3 30.1
1979 .. ... 32.5 30.8 38.4 37.3 42.4 325 30.1 28.6 35.3 34.4 38.5 29.9
1978 . . ... 32.0 30.5 38.2 36.9 41.1 325 29.7 28.3 35.1 33.9 38.7 29.7
1977 ... 32.4 30.5 39.3 38.0 43.8 32.5 29.9 28.2 35.7 34.6 40.1 29.9
1976 ... ... 32.3 30.2 39.6 38.2 44.3 31.9 29.7 28.1 36.2 34.9 40.8 29.2
1975 .. ... 32.2 30.1 39.9 38.3 44.9 32.8 29.5 27.9 36.4 35.1 40.8 29.7
1974 ... 32.2 30.2 40.3 38.7 45.0 32.0 29.5 27.7 36.7 35.4 41.3 29.2
1973 .. ... 32.4 30.4 40.8 39.3 45.8 31.7 29.7 27.8 37.3 36.0 42.0 28.7
1972 . ... 32.6 30.4 40.9 39.4 45.6 32.4 29.8 27.9 37.7 36.2 42.6 29.6
971 ..o 32.9 30.5 41.5 40.0 46.3 32.6 29.8 27.7 37.9 36.5 42.2 29.6
1970 ... ... 32.9 30.5 41.5 39.9 46.5 33.1 29.8 27.7 38.2 36.5 42.8 29.3

Mean age in years

1990 . ... ... 37.3 35.0 43.1 41.9 46.5 37.2 34.8 32.9 39.5 38.6 41.9 34.7
1989 . ... 37.2 34.8 42.9 41.8 46.1 37.4 34.6 32.7 39.2 38.3 41.6 34.7
1988 .. ... ... 36.9 34.7 42.5 41.5 45.8 37.0 34.4 32.5 39.0 38.2 41.5 34.3
1987 .. ... 36.8 34.6 42.3 41.3 45.5 37.2 34.2 324 38.8 38.0 41.4 34.4
1986 .. ... ... 36.5 34.4 42.1 41.0 45.2 36.6 33.9 32.2 38.6 37.8 41.1 33.8
1985 .. ... 36.4 34.3 41.9 41.0 44.9 36.4 33.7 32.0 38.5 37.7 41.2 33.6
1984 . .. ... ... 36.2 34.2 41.6 40.7 44.6 36.4 33.6 31.9 38.2 375 40.5 33.6
1983 ... ... 36.1 34.1 41.4 40.5 44.6 36.1 33.5 31.8 38.1 37.2 41.0 33.1
R 35.7 33.7 41.3 40.3 44.6 35.8 33.1 31.4 37.9 37.0 40.7 32.9
1981 ... ... 35.4 33.4 40.9 39.8 445 35.8 32.7 311 37.6 36.7 40.5 32.7
1980 ... ... 35.1 33.2 40.6 39.6 43.7 35.3 32.4 30.8 37.4 36.5 40.4 32.3
1979 .. ... 35.0 33.1 40.7 39.7 44.2 35.4 32.3 30.7 37.4 36.6 40.5 325
1978 ... ... 34.8 32.9 40.5 39.5 43.8 35.0 321 30.5 37.2 36.2 40.5 32.1
1977 ... 35.1 33.0 41.4 40.4 45.3 35.1 32.4 30.5 38.1 37.2 41.6 32.2
1976 ... ... 35.1 32.9 41.7 40.4 45.6 34.6 32.3 30.4 38.3 37.1 42.2 31.8
1975 .. ..o 35.0 32.8 41.7 40.4 45.8 35.6 32.3 30.3 38.5 37.4 42.1 325
1974 ... 35.1 32.9 42.1 40.9 46.1 35.1 32.3 30.3 38.8 37.6 42.6 32.1
1973 .. ... 35.3 33.1 42.4 41.1 46.4 34.9 32.5 30.4 39.1 38.0 42.7 31.6
1972 . ... 35.4 33.2 42.4 41.1 46.4 35.3 32.6 30.5 39.3 38.0 43.4 324
971 ..o 35.6 33.2 42.7 41.4 46.8 35.2 32.7 30.4 39.4 38.2 43.0 32.3
1970 .. ... 35.6 33.2 42.8 41.4 47.1 35.4 32.7 30.4 39.3 38.1 43.4 32.2

Lincludes remarried, number not stated.
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Table 8. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of this marriage: Divorce-registration area,
1970 and 1980-90

[Based on sample data]

Age of husband and wife

at time of this marriage 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980 1970
Husband Percent distribution
Allages . ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under20years. . .......... 11.7 121 12.4 12.8 13.7 14.2 14.9 15.4 16.1 17.0 18.0 19.3
20-24years. . .. ... 38.8 39.3 40.2 40.5 40.8 41.4 41.9 42.5 43.0 44.0 44.0 43.8
25-29vyears. . . ... 22.3 22.0 21.8 21.3 21.0 20.5 20.1 19.7 19.3 18.7 18.4 16.4
30-34years. . . ........... 11.6 1.1 10.8 10.6 10.4 10.3 9.7 9.3 9.0 8.6 8.1 7.6
35-39years. . . ... 6.5 6.5 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.5 5.4 5.1 5.0 4.6 4.5 4.6
40-44 years. . . ... 3.9 3.8 3.7 35 35 3.4 31 3.2 3.0 2.8 2.8 3.2
45yearsandover . ... ...... 5.2 5.3 5.0 5.0 4.9 4.8 4.9 4.7 4.7 45 4.2 5.2
Wife

Allages . ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 20years. . . . ........ 27.6 28.5 29.6 30.4 317 32.6 34.0 35.1 36.6 38.3 39.9 46.1
20-24years. . .. ... ... 36.6 36.3 36.5 36.5 36.4 36.7 36.4 36.3 36.2 35.9 35.5 30.3
25-29years. . . ... 16.4 16.6 15.9 15.4 14.8 14.4 13.8 13.3 12.7 121 11.4 9.5
30-34years. . .. ..., 8.5 8.3 8.1 7.9 7.6 7.2 6.8 6.7 6.2 5.8 5.6 4.8
35-39years. .. ... 5.1 4.8 4.6 4.5 4.4 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.6 3.2 3.1 3.4
40-44 years. . . ..o 2.7 2.7 25 2.4 2.3 2.3 21 2.1 2.0 19 1.9 2.3

45yearsandover . . ........ 3.0 2.9 2.9 3.0 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.8 2.7 2.6 3.5
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Table 9. Median and mean age of husband and wife at time of this marriage by number of marriage: Divorce-registration area, 1970-90

[Based on sample data. Medians and means computed on data by single years of age]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marriage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third Number of Third Number of
First Second marriage marriage First Second marriage marriage
Year Total marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated Total marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated

Median age in years

1990 . ... ..o 24.9 23.1 33.7 32.0 39.0 25.0 22.6 21.0 30.6 29.1 35.3 22.6
1989 . ... 24.8 23.0 33.6 31.9 38.7 24.8 22.5 20.9 30.3 28.8 35.0 22.4
1988 . ... ... 24.6 22.8 33.4 31.8 38.5 24.7 22.3 20.8 30.1 28.7 34.9 22.3
1987 .. ... 245 22.8 33.4 31.8 38.2 24.6 22.2 20.7 30.2 28.7 34.9 22.2
1986 ... ... ... 24.3 22.7 33.2 31.6 38.0 24.6 22.0 20.6 30.0 28.6 34.7 22.1
1985 .. ... 24.1 22.6 32.9 31.4 37.9 24.2 21.8 20.5 29.8 28.4 34.6 21.8
1984 ... ... 24.0 225 32.7 31.3 375 24.2 21.7 20.4 29.6 28.3 34.0 21.6
1983 ... ... 23.8 22.4 32.5 311 37.7 24.3 21.5 20.3 29.5 28.1 34.1 215
e 23.7 22.3 32.4 31.0 37.6 23.9 21.3 20.2 29.2 28.0 34.3 21.4
1981 ... ... 23.4 221 32.0 30.6 37.6 23.7 211 20.0 28.9 27.7 33.9 21.2
1980 ... ... 23.3 22.0 318 30.4 37.1 23.7 20.9 19.9 28.8 27.4 33.9 21.0
1979 .. ... 23.2 22.0 31.7 30.4 37.2 235 20.9 19.8 28.8 27.4 34.0 20.9
1978 .. ... 23.0 219 315 30.1 37.1 23.2 20.7 19.7 28.5 271 34.1 20.6
1977 ..o 23.1 21.9 32.1 30.6 38.1 23.1 20.7 19.7 28.9 27.5 34.7 20.6
1976 . ... ... 23.1 21.9 325 30.7 38.6 22.8 20.7 19.7 29.3 27.6 35.2 20.4
1975 .. ... 23.0 21.9 32.1 30.5 38.8 23.1 20.6 19.7 29.1 27.4 35.3 20.4
1974 . ... 23.0 21.8 32.6 30.8 39.1 23.1 20.6 19.6 29.3 27.7 35.5 20.4
1973 . ... 22.9 21.8 32.8 31.0 39.3 23.0 20.5 19.6 29.4 27.7 36.3 20.4
1972 ... 23.0 21.8 32.7 30.8 39.0 22.9 20.5 19.5 29.5 27.7 36.8 20.4
1971 ... 23.0 21.8 33.0 31.1 39.8 22.8 20.5 195 29.6 27.9 36.1 20.1
1970 . ... ... 23.0 21.8 33.0 31.1 39.8 22.7 20.4 19.4 29.6 27.7 36.8 19.9

Mean age in years

1990 . ... .. 27.6 24.2 35.8 34.1 40.6 27.8 25.0 22.0 32.4 31.0 36.5 25.2
1989 .. ... 27.5 24.1 35.7 34.1 40.5 27.6 24.9 21.9 32.2 30.8 36.5 24.9
1988 .. ... ... 27.3 23.9 35.5 34.0 40.2 27.5 24.7 21.8 32.1 30.7 36.4 24.7
1987 ... ... 27.2 23.9 355 34.0 40.2 27.6 24.7 21.7 321 30.7 36.5 24.8
1986 . . ... ... ... 27.0 23.8 35.4 33.9 40.0 27.4 24.4 21.6 32.0 30.6 36.2 24.6
1985 .. ... 26.9 23.7 35.3 33.8 39.8 27.3 24.3 215 31.9 30.6 36.4 24.3
1984 ... ... L 26.7 235 35.1 33.7 39.6 27.4 24.1 21.3 31.8 30.5 35.7 24.6
1983 ... ... 26.6 23.4 34.9 33.5 39.5 27.2 24.0 21.2 317 30.4 36.2 24.2
1982 . ... 26.4 23.3 35.0 33.5 39.8 27.0 23.8 21.0 31.6 30.3 36.1 24.1
1981 ... ... 26.1 231 34.6 33.2 39.6 26.9 235 20.9 314 30.1 35.9 23.9
1980 .. ... ... 25.9 23.0 34.4 33.0 39.0 26.7 23.3 20.7 31.2 29.8 35.9 23.8
1979 . ... 25.8 22.9 34.5 33.1 39.2 26.6 23.2 20.6 31.2 29.9 35.9 23.6
1978 ... ... 25.7 22.9 34.2 32.8 39.0 26.1 231 20.5 31.0 29.6 36.0 231
1977 ..o 25.9 22.9 34.9 33.5 40.0 26.0 23.3 20.5 31.6 30.2 36.6 22.9
1976 ... ... 25.9 22.9 35.2 33.5 40.4 25.6 23.3 20.5 31.9 30.2 37.1 22.6
1975 .. ... 25.8 229 35.0 33.4 40.5 26.2 23.2 20.4 31.8 30.3 37.0 23.0
1974 ... 25.9 22.8 35.4 33.7 40.9 25.9 23.2 20.4 32.1 30.4 37.5 22.8
1973 .. ..o 25.9 22.8 35.5 33.8 40.9 25.9 23.2 20.3 32.1 30.5 37.6 22.7
1972 .. ... 25.9 229 35.3 33.7 40.7 25.8 23.2 20.3 32.2 30.5 37.9 22.8
1971 ..o 26.0 22.9 35.6 33.8 41.3 25.3 23.2 20.2 32.3 30.6 37.7 22.3
1970 ... ... 26.1 23.0 35.7 34.0 41.2 255 23.2 20.2 32.3 30.5 38.0 22.2

Lincludes remarried, number not stated.
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Table 10. Median and mean duration of marriage at time of decree by number of this marriage of husband and wife: Divorce-registration
area, 1970-90

[Based on sample data]

Number of marriage of husband Number of marriage of wife
Remarriage Remarriage
Third Number of Third Number of
First Second marriage marriage First Second marriage marriage
Year Total marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated  marriage  Totall  marriage or more not stated

Median duration in years

1990 .. ... 7.2 8.1 5.8 6.3 4.6 6.8 8.3 55 6.1 4.0 6.8
1989 . .. ... 7.2 8.1 5.7 6.2 4.3 7.2 8.2 5.4 6.0 3.9 7.1
1988 .. ... 7.1 8.0 55 5.9 4.3 7.0 8.1 5.3 5.9 3.9 7.1
1987 . . ... 7.0 7.9 5.3 5.7 4.0 7.0 8.0 51 5.6 3.7 7.0
1986 . .. ... 6.9 7.9 5.1 5.5 3.9 6.9 7.9 5.0 55 3.6 6.9
1985 . ... 6.8 8.0 4.9 5.4 3.7 6.5 8.0 4.8 5.4 35 6.5
1984 ... ... 6.9 8.3 4.8 5.2 3.6 6.5 8.2 4.7 5.2 3.4 6.5
1983 . ... 7.0 8.4 4.8 5.2 3.6 6.6 8.4 4.7 5.2 3.3 6.6
1982 . ... 7.0 8.2 4.6 5.0 3.4 6.8 8.2 4.5 5.0 3.2 6.9
1981 . ... 7.0 8.1 4.5 4.9 3.3 6.8 8.0 4.4 4.9 3.1 6.8
1980 .. ... 6.8 7.8 4.4 4.8 3.2 6.6 7.7 4.4 4.8 3.2 6.6
1979 ... 6.8 7.8 4.4 4.8 3.3 6.6 7.7 4.4 4.8 3.0 6.7
1978 . ... 6.6 7.5 4.3 4.6 3.2 6.3 7.5 4.3 4.7 3.0 6.4
1977 .. 6.6 7.5 4.6 4.8 35 6.4 7.4 4.6 4.9 3.4 6.4
1976 . ... 6.5 7.3 4.5 4.8 3.5 6.1 7.3 4.5 4.9 3.4 6.2
1975 ... 6.5 7.3 4.5 4.8 3.6 6.4 7.2 4.5 5.0 3.2 6.4
1974 ... 6.5 7.3 4.6 5.0 3.6 6.4 7.2 4.6 5.0 35 6.5
1973 . ..o 6.6 7.5 4.6 4.9 3.7 6.3 7.5 4.8 5.2 3.6 6.3
1972 .. 6.7 7.5 4.7 5.0 3.8 6.2 7.4 4.8 5.2 3.7 6.3
1971 ... 6.7 7.6 4.9 5.2 3.8 6.5 7.5 4.9 5.4 3.7 6.5
1970 . ..o 6.7 7.6 4.8 5.1 3.9 6.5 7.6 4.9 5.3 3.8 6.5

Mean duration in years

1990 .. ... 9.8 10.9 7.4 7.8 6.0 9.3 11.0 7.1 7.7 5.4 9.3
1989 . . ... 9.8 10.8 7.2 7.8 5.7 9.7 10.9 7.0 7.6 5.2 9.7
1988 .. ... 9.7 10.8 7.0 7.5 5.6 9.6 10.9 6.9 7.5 5.2 9.7
1987 . ... 9.6 10.8 6.9 7.4 5.4 9.5 10.8 6.8 7.3 5.0 9.6
1986 . .. ... 9.6 10.7 6.7 7.2 5.3 9.4 10.7 6.7 7.2 5.0 9.5
1985 . ... 9.5 10.7 6.7 7.2 5.1 9.2 10.7 6.6 7.1 4.9 9.2
1984 .. ... 9.5 10.8 6.5 7.0 51 9.1 10.8 6.5 7.0 4.8 9.2
1983 . ... 9.6 10.8 6.6 7.0 5.1 9.1 10.8 6.5 7.0 4.9 9.2
1982 . ... 9.4 10.5 6.4 6.9 4.8 9.3 10.5 6.3 6.8 4.7 9.3
1981 .. ... 9.3 10.4 6.3 6.7 4.9 9.1 10.4 6.3 6.7 4.7 9.2
1980 . . ... 9.2 10.2 6.2 6.6 4.8 9.2 10.2 6.3 6.8 4.7 9.2
1979 ... 9.3 10.3 6.3 6.7 5.0 9.1 10.2 6.3 6.8 4.7 9.2
1978 .. ... 9.1 10.1 6.3 6.7 4.9 8.9 10.1 6.3 6.7 4.6 9.0
1977 .. 9.2 10.2 6.5 6.9 53 9.0 10.1 6.6 7.0 5.1 9.1
1976 . ... 9.2 10.1 6.5 7.0 5.2 8.9 10.1 6.6 7.0 5.2 9.0
1975 ... 9.2 10.0 6.7 7.1 5.4 9.1 10.0 6.8 7.3 51 9.1
1974 ... 9.3 10.1 6.8 7.2 5.2 9.3 10.1 6.8 7.2 5.2 9.4
1973 ... 9.4 10.3 6.9 7.3 5.6 9.2 10.3 7.0 7.6 5.2 9.3
1972 .. 9.5 10.3 7.1 7.5 5.8 9.2 10.3 7.1 7.6 5.6 9.3
1971 ... 9.5 10.4 7.1 7.6 5.6 9.4 10.4 7.2 7.7 5.4 9.4
1970 . ... 9.5 10.4 7.1 7.4 5.9 9.4 10.4 7.1 7.7 55 9.5

Lincludes remarried, number not stated.
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Table 11. Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by duration of marriage to decree and median and mean duration of marriage
to decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1989 and 1990

[Based on sample data]

Less than 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25 years
Area and year Total 1 year years years years years years and over Median Mean
1990 Percent distribution Years!
Divorce-registration area . . . . .. ....... 100.0 3.3 31.7 28.3 15.0 9.2 6.2 6.2 7.2 9.8
Alabama . . ........... ... ....... 100.0 8.6 35.9 25.2 12.9 7.2 51 5.3 5.8 85
Alaska . . ... ... 100.0 5.4 36.4 28.7 14.3 7.1 4.9 3.3 6.2 8.2
Connecticut . . . .. ... ... L 100.0 1.4 30.5 27.4 15.0 10.0 7.6 8.0 7.9 10.7
Delaware. . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 100.0 1.7 32.2 28.9 15.4 9.1 6.3 6.4 7.4 9.9
District of Columbia . . . ... .......... 100.0 0.8 28.5 32.6 14.6 9.4 6.0 8.1 7.8 10.6
Georgia. . . .. i 100.0 5.8 37.5 27.3 12.3 8.6 4.2 4.3 5.9 8.3
Hawaii . . ...................... 100.0 3.1 35.0 30.1 14.3 8.3 4.7 4.5 6.6 8.9
Idaho . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 100.0 7.1 36.1 25.8 13.7 8.3 4.7 4.3 6.0 8.5
inois. . .. ... ... ... ... .. .. ... 100.0 3.3 31.3 28.0 15.2 9.4 6.5 6.2 7.4 9.9
lowa. . . ... ... .. 100.0 3.0 30.6 26.7 15.9 10.3 6.8 6.7 7.8 10.2
Kansas. . ........ ..., 100.0 6.3 36.5 26.9 135 7.3 4.9 4.6 6.0 8.4
Kentucky. . .. ....... ... ... ... .. 100.0 6.7 37.6 24.9 13.1 7.6 4.9 5.2 5.8 8.5
Maryland. . ... .................. 100.0 * 21.3 33.2 18.5 10.3 7.8 8.4 9.1 11.6
Massachusetts . . . .. .............. 100.0 * 26.4 29.0 17.0 111 8.0 8.2 8.8 11.3
Michigan. . ... ....... . ... .. ... 100.0 2.7 30.9 28.2 16.1 8.9 6.7 6.5 7.6 10.0
Missouri . ... ... 100.0 3.8 35.4 27.5 14.1 7.7 5.7 5.8 6.7 9.2
Montana . . ... .................. 100.0 4.5 325 274 14.5 9.9 6.1 51 7.0 9.4
Nebraska. . . .. .................. 100.0 29 30.0 28.5 15.7 9.4 6.9 6.6 7.6 10.1
New Hampshire . .. ............... 100.0 1.1 30.9 30.2 15.9 9.5 6.7 5.6 7.7 10.0
New York. . . ... ... .. ... 100.0 1.4 279 31.8 14.4 9.5 7.2 7.7 7.7 10.6
Ohio. . ... ... . 100.0 3.4 34.5 28.1 14.6 8.7 6.0 4.7 6.8 9.2
Ooregon. . . ... 100.0 3.0 32.1 27.5 16.8 8.4 6.8 54 7.4 9.7
Pennsylvania . . . ................. 100.0 11 25.1 29.6 16.6 11.6 7.7 8.3 8.8 11.3
Rhodelsland . . . ... .............. 100.0 0.8 27.8 29.6 17.1 10.0 6.9 7.7 8.3 10.8
South Carolina . . . ................ 100.0 1.6 30.1 29.4 15.6 10.8 6.8 58 7.8 10.2
SouthDakota . . . ................. 100.0 4.2 33.7 27.1 14.2 105 5.0 5.4 6.8 9.3
Tennessee. . . . ... ... ... 100.0 6.5 38.1 24.7 13.2 8.1 4.4 4.6 5.8 8.5
Utah. . . ... ... . 100.0 6.2 36.0 26.1 13.9 8.5 4.9 6.2 6.2 8.6
Vermont . ... ... 100.0 0.8 29.8 29.5 16.1 10.3 6.6 6.9 7.9 104
Virginia. . .. ... 100.0 0.6 28.0 29.9 17.0 10.1 6.9 7.5 8.3 10.8
Wisconsin . . . ... . 100.0 1.2 28.5 28.7 16.5 11.7 7.0 6.3 8.4 10.6
Wyoming. . . . ... 100.0 6.2 34.8 26.1 15.1 8.5 4.9 4.4 6.4 8.7
1989

Divorce-registration area . . . . .. ....... 100.0 3.5 31.8 28.4 14.7 9.5 6.1 6.1 7.2 9.8
Alabama . . ........... ... ....... 100.0 8.6 375 24.7 12.3 7.7 4.5 4.7 5.6 8.3
Alaska . . ... ... 100.0 5.0 37.3 30.0 12.6 7.9 4.0 3.2 5.9 8.1
Connecticut . . . .. ... ... 100.0 1.6 30.6 27.1 14.7 10.4 8.2 7.5 7.9 10.7
Delaware. . . ... ... . ... ... ... . 100.0 2.0 30.0 30.2 16.0 9.6 5.8 6.4 7.7 10.0
District of Columbia . . . ... .......... 100.0 * 28.7 33.2 13.6 9.4 6.2 8.2 7.6 10.6
Georgia. . . ..o 100.0 6.6 37.6 26.8 12.9 7.2 4.8 4.2 5.8 8.3
Hawaii . . ........... .. ......... 100.0 2.8 34.4 30.8 13.7 8.7 4.8 4.9 6.7 9.0
Idaho . .. ... ... . ... ... . ... ... 100.0 6.9 35.7 25.8 12.9 9.2 4.4 5.2 6.2 8.8
inois. . .. ... ... . ... ... ... 100.0 3.6 31.6 27.2 14.6 10.6 5.8 6.6 7.3 10.0
lowa. . . ... ... 100.0 24 319 27.6 16.0 9.8 6.6 57 75 9.9
Kansas. .. ............... .. 100.0 6.0 35.7 27.7 13.7 7.7 43 4.8 6.2 8.5
Kentucky. . .. ........ .. ...... ... 100.0 6.2 37.6 26.5 13.1 7.3 4.6 4.8 59 8.4
Maryland. . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 100.0 0.6 22.0 33.2 18.1 11.3 7.1 7.7 8.9 11.3
Massachusetts . . . .. .............. 100.0 0.7 25.9 28.9 16.7 10.7 8.0 9.1 8.8 11.5
Michigan. . .. ........ .. ......... 100.0 2.9 30.3 27.8 15.4 10.6 6.7 6.3 7.7 10.2
Missouri . ... ... 100.0 51 34.8 28.0 13.0 8.3 53 54 6.5 9.1
Montana . . . . ............ .. 100.0 5.0 33.0 27.5 15.3 9.1 5.2 4.9 6.9 9.2
Nebraska. . . .. .................. 100.0 2.2 31.7 27.7 14.3 10.5 7.4 6.3 7.6 10.2
New Hampshire . ... .............. 100.0 1.4 31.0 31.2 14.0 10.5 6.0 5.8 7.4 9.9
New York. . . ... ... .. ......... 100.0 11 30.3 30.4 14.2 9.8 7.2 7.0 7.5 104
Ohio. . . . ... 100.0 3.8 33.7 28.1 13.9 9.2 6.1 52 6.9 9.4
Oregon. . .. ... 100.0 3.6 31.8 28.1 16.4 9.5 5.6 4.9 7.4 9.5
Pennsylvania . . .. ................ 100.0 11 24.3 29.6 17.1 12.0 7.0 9.0 9.0 11.5
Rhode Island . . . ... .............. 100.0 0.7 29.3 30.5 155 9.8 6.9 7.2 7.9 10.6
SouthCarolina . . . ................ 100.0 1.7 31.0 28.9 17.0 9.6 5.9 59 7.6 10.0
SouthDakota . . .................. 100.0 45 334 28.2 13.3 9.7 53 55 6.9 9.4
Tennessee. . . ... ... ... 100.0 6.7 38.1 25.9 12.8 7.4 4.6 4.3 5.7 8.2
Utah. . . ... ... .. 100.0 6.9 35.1 27.3 14.2 8.0 4.5 4.2 6.2 8.5
Vermont . . ... ... 100.0 * 27.1 30.7 16.0 10.0 8.2 7.3 8.3 11.0
Virginia. . ... ... 100.0 0.7 28.0 30.9 16.6 9.9 7.0 6.9 8.1 10.6
Wisconsin . . .. ... 100.0 1.2 27.4 30.2 17.1 10.4 6.8 6.8 8.3 10.6
Wyoming. . . ... 100.0 5.7 34.1 28.6 13.8 8.0 5.0 49 6.5 8.8

1Medians and means computed on data by single years of duration.
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Table 12. Divorces and annulments by race of wife and husband: Total of 27 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1989 and
1990

[Based on sample data]

Race of wife

All Not
Race of husband and year races White Black Other stated
1990
Allraces . . . ... ... 464,736 383,240 51,080 9,311 21,105
White . . . ... ... 383,021 376,346 1,689 3,499 1,487
Black . . ... ... ... 52,566 2,990 48,962 342 272
Otherraces . .. .................. 8,374 2,625 262 5,414 73
Notstated . . ... ................. 20,775 1,279 167 56 19,273
1989
Allraces . . . ... ... 457,673 375,931 51,279 9,156 21,307
White . . ... .. 375,528 369,572 1,164 3,370 1,422
Black . . . ... 52,846 2,680 49,638 373 155
Otherraces . . . .................. 8,464 2,630 365 5,369 100
Notstated . . .. .................. 20,835 1,049 112 44 19,630

NOTE: The 27 reporting States were Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
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Table 13. Divorces and annulments and rates, by age and race of husband and wife: Total of 27 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1990

[Based on sample data. Before calculation of rates, figures for race and age not stated were distributed. Rates per 1,000 married population in specified group enumer-
ated as of April 1, 1990]

Men Women
Other Not All Other Not
Age at time of decree All races White Black races stated races White Black races stated
Number
Allages . .. ... ... . ... 464,736 383,021 52,566 8,374 20,775 464,736 383,240 51,080 9,311 21,105
15-19vyears®. . ... ... ... ... ... 1,929 1,855 26 7 41 7,556 6,916 266 97 277
20-24years. . . ... 36,270 32,101 2,187 525 1,457 59,286 51,887 4,140 940 2,319
25-29years. . . ... 85,094 71,597 8,921 1,487 3,089 98,038 81,974 10,299 2,119 3,646
30-34years. . . ... ... 93,504 76,619 11,684 1,925 3,276 93,241 76,327 11,523 2,135 3,256
35-39vyears. . . ... ... 79,144 64,505 10,222 1,527 2,890 73,189 59,602 9,466 1,600 2,521
40-44years. . ... ... 63,467 52,586 7,255 1,140 2,486 55,454 46,134 6,000 1,085 2,235
45-54years. . ... ... 63,724 53,238 7,311 987 2,188 46,825 38,615 5,498 863 1,849
55-64vyears. . . ... ... .. 21,747 17,799 2,737 405 806 12,661 10,234 1,691 219 517
65yearsandover. ................ 8,210 6,606 1,066 177 361 4,542 3,708 600 49 185
Notstated . . .. .................. 11,647 6,115 1,157 194 4,181 13,944 7,843 1,597 204 4,300
Rate

Allages . . ...... ... ... . 19.4 19.1 24.6 12.7 . 19.3 19.1 22.8 13.1
15-24vyearsl. .. ... ... . ... .. ..... 44.2 47.6 23.1 26.2 o 47.0 49.6 31.9 25.0
25-29years. . ... 40.0 40.2 42.4 24.6 L 37.6 37.8 40.2 23.3
30-34years. .. ... 321 31.6 41.2 19.8 s 29.5 29.1 35.7 18.6
35-39vyears. . ... ... 26.6 26.1 34.7 15.4 o 24.0 23.7 29.9 14.5
40-44years. . .. ... 224 22.2 27.6 12.6 L 19.9 20.0 22.3 11.2
45-54years. . ... ... 15.2 15.1 19.1 7.7 L. 11.6 11.4 14.2 7.2
55-64vyears. . . ... .. ... 6.2 59 9.6 5.2 L 3.9 3.7 6.2 29
65yearsandover . .. .............. 2.1 1.9 3.9 2.6 L 15 14 2.9 *

Lincludes divorces of persons under 15 years of age.

NOTE: The 27 reporting States were Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
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Table 14. Mean age of husband and wife at time of decree by race of husband and wife: Total of 27 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1989 and 1990

[Based on sample data. Mean age in years]

Race of wife

1990 1989

All Other Not All Other Not
Race of husband races White Black races stated races White Black races stated

Mean age of husband

Allraces . ... ... . ... . ... 36.8 36.7 37.8 375 37.0 36.7 36.5 37.4 37.3 36.7
White. . . ... ... 36.7 36.7 35.6 37.4 38.4 36.6 36.6 35.1 36.3 37.3
Black . . . ........ . ... . 37.7 35.0 37.9 35.7 41.2 37.4 35.0 37.5 35.4 *
Otherraces . .. .................. 36.9 35.6 33.1 37.8 * 37.0 35.1 35.2 38.2 *
Notstated . . ... ................. 36.9 37.6 * * 36.8 36.6 36.0 * * 36.7

Mean age of wife

Allraces . . .. ... ... ... ... 34.3 34.1 35.4 34.1 34.4 34.0 33.9 35.0 34.4 34.0
White . . ... ... 34.1 34.1 34.3 34.0 35.6 33.9 33.9 32.0 34.1 34.0
Black . . . ....... .. .. o 35.3 32.0 35.5 33.4 35.3 34.9 32.5 35.1 325 *
Otherraces . .. .................. 33.9 33.2 32.4 34.3 * 33.9 32.5 32.0 34.8 *
Notstated . . .. .................. 34.4 35.0 * * 34.4 34.0 33.3 * * 34.1

NOTE: The 27 reporting States were Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

Table 15. Mean duration of marriage at time of decree by race of husband and wife: Total of 27 reporting States and the District of
Columbia, 1989 and 1990

[Based on sample data. Mean duration in years]

Race of wife

1990 1989
All Other Not All Other Not
Race of husband races White Black races stated races White Black races stated

Allraces . . ... ... ... .. ... . 9.3 9.2 10.2 8.4 9.0 9.2 9.1 9.9 8.6 8.8
White . . ... ... . 9.2 9.2 6.4 7.6 8.8 9.2 9.2 7.0 7.9 8.1
Black . . . ... ... ... 10.1 7.1 10.3 5.8 13.4 9.8 6.1 10.0 6.8 *
Otherraces . . ... ...... ..., 8.2 6.6 5.3 9.1 * 8.0 6.4 5.2 9.1 *
Notstated . . .. .................. 8.9 7.6 * * 8.9 8.7 6.9 * * 8.8

NOTE: The 27 reporting States were Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

Table 16. Average number of children per decree by race of husband and wife: Total of 27 reporting States and the District of Columbia,
1989 and 1990

[Based on sample data]

Race of wife

1990 1989
All Other Not All Other Not
Race of husband races White Black races stated races White Black races stated

Allraces . . ... .. 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.89 0.94 0.91 0.91 0.88 0.97 0.91
White . . . ... 0.90 0.90 0.74 0.79 0.82 0.91 0.91 0.59 0.88 0.96
Black . . .. ... ... 0.91 0.94 0.91 0.75 0.74 0.89 0.90 0.89 0.96 *
Otherraces . . ... ...... ... 0.88 0.79 * 0.96 * 0.92 0.82 * 1.03 *
Notstated . . . . .................. 0.95 0.90 * * 0.96 0.91 0.91 * * 0.91

NOTE: The 27 reporting States were Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New York,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
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Table 17. Divorces by whether and to whom custody was awarded: Each of 15 reporting States in 1989 and each of 19 reporting States
in 1990

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:2

No
All custody Other Not
Area and year divorces awarded* Total Husband Wife Joint person Combination stated®
1990
Total, 19 reporting States. . . . . ... 319,695 149,674 128,507 11,186 92,330 20,183 1,704 3,104 41,514
Alabama . .. ............... 25,770 12,810 8,760 790 7,075 750 40 105 4,200
Alaska . . ................. 3,161 1,665 971 114 605 188 28 36 525
Connecticut . . .. ............ 10,330 5,200 4,584 242 2,648 1,678 10 6 546
Idaho . . .. ....... ... ..... 6,458 3,198 3,232 280 1,752 1,062 28 110 28
llinois. . .. ................ 45,990 21,500 10,750 800 8,070 1,540 20 320 13,740
Kansas................... 12,570 6,002 6,434 344 3,044 2,810 126 110 134
Michigan. . .. .............. 40,640 19,330 18,640 1,760 13,560 2,590 120 610 2,670
Missouri . .. ... ... L 25,685 12,065 13,565 1,265 9,765 2,105 135 295 55
Montana . . ................ 4,049 1,907 2,138 148 968 944 18 60 4
Nebraska. . .. .............. 6,500 2,440 3,854 382 3,068 168 62 174 206
New Hampshire . .. .......... 4,955 2,265 2,690 253 2,143 188 32 74 -
Ooregon. . ... 15,755 8,170 7,425 780 5,175 1,075 140 255 160
Pennsylvania . . . ............ 40,120 16,080 19,060 1,570 14,440 2,060 550 440 4,980
Rhode lIsland . . . .. ... ....... 3,754 1,602 1,134 57 692 372 5 8 1,018
Tennessee. . . .............. 32,110 15,680 14,080 1,430 11,060 1,230 180 180 2,350
Utah. . .. ... ... oo 8,950 3,536 3,530 264 2,834 300 10 122 1,884
Vermont . .. ............... 2,491 1,095 543 51 383 93 5 11 853
Virginia. . ... ..o 27,275 13,695 5,420 525 3,790 775 185 145 8,160
Wyoming. . . . ... ... 3,132 1,434 1,697 131 1,258 255 10 43 1
1989

Total, 15 reporting States. . . . . . . . 290,166 131,561 110,787 9,046 79,001 18,980 1,181 2,579 47,818
Alabama . . ................ 25,085 11,760 8,995 745 7,230 770 90 160 4,330
Connecticut . . . . ............ 11,852 6,110 5,258 272 3,114 1,860 4 8 484
Idaho . . .. ................ 6,286 3,078 3,182 224 1,794 1,016 10 138 26
llinois. . .. ................ 45,870 20,840 7,060 500 5,410 950 10 190 17,970
Kansas. .................. 12,294 5,470 6,310 408 3,162 2,486 160 94 514
Michigan. . . ............... 40,270 17,830 9,990 870 7,450 1,240 120 310 12,450
Missouri . . ... ... 25,135 12,245 12,550 1,145 9,235 1,775 125 270 340
Montana . . ... ............. 4,103 1,919 2,182 135 1,015 950 15 67 2
New Hampshire . .. .......... 5,023 2,355 2,667 265 2,096 178 34 94 1
Oregon. . . ................ 15,095 7,560 6,540 565 4,775 940 25 235 995
Pennsylvania . . . ............ 38,390 15,420 18,750 1,530 14,460 1,970 320 470 4,220
Tennessee. . .. ............. 31,880 15,620 14,860 1,550 11,640 1,260 230 180 1,400
Utah. . . ... ... ... .. .. ... 8,114 3,084 1,504 132 1,176 142 4 50 3,526
Wisconsin . . . ... ... ... 17,735 6,945 9,235 560 5,205 3,215 10 245 1,555
Wyoming. . . ............. .. 3,034 1,325 1,704 145 1,239 228 24 68 5

Lincludes divorces in which the number of children under 18 years of age was reported as “none,” and therefore the custody item was not applicable; also includes divorces in which children were
reported, but no custody was awarded.

2The categories “Husband,” “Wife,” “Joint,” or “Other” mean that all children in a family were awarded to that category. “Combination” means that some children were awarded to one custodian
and some were awarded to another.

3includes divorces where custody was not reported except those in which the number of children was reported as none. Such divorces were assigned to “No custody awarded.”
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Table 18. Number and percent distribution of children under 18 years of age for whom custody was reported, by person(s) awarded
custody: Each of 15 reporting States in 1989 and each of 19 reporting States in 1990

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:

Other
Area and year Total* Husband Wife Joint person
1990 Number
Total, 19 reporting States. . . . ... ...... 221,883 22,906 160,946 34,820 3,211
Alabama . ... .......... ... . . . ... 14,400 1,540 11,550 1,245 65
Alaska . ... ... 1,677 238 1,058 327 54
Connecticut . . . .................. 7,708 406 4,476 2,808 18
Idaho . . . ... ... .. . . ... 5,964 622 3,300 1,980 62
Minois. . . . ... ... 18,680 1,720 14,090 2,820 50
Kansas. ............ ... ... 11,544 780 5,444 5,034 286
Michigan. . ... ... .. ... . ..., 33,280 3,720 24,580 4,740 240
Missouri . . .. ... 23,135 2,540 16,910 3,430 255
Montana . . . .................... 3,854 325 1,788 1,694 47
Nebraska. . . .. .................. 7,220 882 5,872 298 168
New Hampshire . . ... ............. 4,567 502 3,674 326 65
Oregon. . .............. ... 13,290 1,675 9,525 1,855 235
Pennsylvania . . ... ............... 32,560 3,260 24,980 3,300 1,020
Rhode lIsland . . .. ................ 1,840 100 1,145 584 11
Tennessee. . . ... ... 22,210 2,500 17,530 1,910 270
Utah. . . .. ... . 7,414 718 6,016 664 16
Vermont . .. ... 961 102 686 164 9
Virginia. ... ... 8,500 985 6,030 1,175 310
Wyoming. . . ... 3,079 291 2,292 466 30
Percent distribution
Total, 19 reporting States. . . . ... ...... 100.0 10.3 725 15.7 14
Alabama . . ... .......... ... . . ... 100.0 10.7 80.2 8.6 *
Alaska . ... ... ... .. . . ... 100.0 14.2 63.1 19.5 3.2
Connecticut . . . . ... 100.0 5.3 58.1 36.4 *
Idaho . . . ... ... .. . ... 100.0 10.4 55.3 33.2 1.0
Minois. . ... ... ... . . 100.0 9.2 75.4 15.1 *
Kansas. . .......... ... ......... 100.0 6.8 47.2 43.6 25
Michigan. . .. ....... . ........... 100.0 11.2 73.9 14.2 0.7
Missouri ... ... 100.0 11.0 73.1 14.8 11
Montana . . . . ....... .. ... ... 100.0 8.4 46.4 44.0 1.2
Nebraska. . . .. .................. 100.0 12.2 81.3 4.1 2.3
New Hampshire . . . ............... 100.0 11.0 80.4 7.1 14
Oregon. . . . oo v 100.0 12.6 71.7 14.0 1.8
Pennsylvania . . .. ................ 100.0 10.0 76.7 10.1 3.1
Rhode Island . . ... ............... 100.0 5.4 62.2 317 *
Tennessee. . . .. ... 100.0 11.3 78.9 8.6 1.2
Utah. . . ... ... 100.0 9.7 81.1 9.0 *
Vermont . . ... 100.0 10.6 714 17.1 *
Virginia. .. ... 100.0 11.6 70.9 13.8 3.6
Wyoming. . . . ... 100.0 9.5 74.4 15.1 1.0
1989 Number

Total, 15 reporting States. . . . ... ... ... 191,471 18,426 137,840 32,910 2,295
Alabama . . .................. ... 14,730 1,430 11,710 1,365 225
Connecticut . . . . ... 8,882 472 5,212 3,184 14
Idaho . ... ..... . ....... ... ... .. 5,864 572 3,398 1,870 24
Minois. . . . ... ... . . ... 12,270 1,070 9,500 1,680 20
Kansas. .. ..................... 11,350 886 5,690 4,484 290
Michigan. . .. ........ . .......... 18,040 1,710 13,780 2,260 290
Missouri . . ... ... 21,455 2,235 15,955 3,005 260
Montana . . . . ....... .. .. .. ... ... 3,965 320 1,897 1,717 31
New Hampshire . ... .............. 4,508 549 3,602 296 61
Oregon. . . o v v v e e 11,575 1,235 8,575 1,725 40
Pennsylvania . . .. ................ 32,410 3,390 25,470 3,060 490
TENNESSEE. . . . v v v o i e 23,550 2,610 18,590 1,900 450
Utah. . . ... ... . 3,114 326 2,470 314 4
Wisconsin . . . ... 16,645 1,280 9,720 5,610 35
Wyoming. . .. ... 3,113 341 2,271 440 61

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 18. Number and percent distribution of children under 18 years of age for whom custody was reported, by person(s) awarded
custody: Each of 15 reporting States in 1989 and each of 19 reporting States in 1990—Con.

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:

Other
Area and year Total* Husband Wife Joint person
1989—Con. Percent distribution

Total, 15 reporting States. . . . . ... ..... 100.0 9.6 72.0 17.2 1.2
Alabama . ... ................... 100.0 9.7 79.5 9.3 1.5
Connecticut . . . .. ... ... 100.0 5.3 58.7 35.8 *
Idaho . . . ... ... ... . ... .. ... 100.0 9.8 57.9 31.9 *
inois. . .. ... .. ... ... .. ... 100.0 8.7 77.4 13.7 *
Kansas. ....................... 100.0 7.8 50.1 395 2.6
Michigan. . ... .................. 100.0 9.5 76.4 125 1.6
Missouri . ... 100.0 10.4 74.4 14.0 1.2
Montana . . ... ........ ... .. ... .. 100.0 8.1 47.8 43.3 0.8
New Hampshire . .. ... ............ 100.0 12.2 79.9 6.6 1.4
oregon. . ... ..o 100.0 10.7 74.1 14.9 *
Pennsylvania . . ... ............... 100.0 10.5 78.6 9.4 1.5
Tennessee. . . . .. ... 100.0 111 78.9 8.1 1.9
Utah. . . . ... . 100.0 10.5 79.3 10.1 *
Wisconsin . . ... ... 100.0 7.7 58.4 33.7 *
WYoming. . . . ..o ot 100.0 11.0 73.0 14.1 2.0

1Total of children for whom custody was reported does not necessarily equal the reported number of children under 18 years of age.
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Table 19. Number and percent distribution of children under 18 years of age for whom custody was reported, by person(s) awarded
custody, according to age of husband and wife at time of decree: Total of 15 reporting States in 1989 and total of 19 reporting States in
1990

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:

1990 1989
Age of husband and wife Other Other
at time of decree Totalt Husband Wife Joint person Totalt Husband Wife Joint person
Husband Number
Allages . ............... 221,883 22,906 160,946 34,820 3,211 191,471 18,426 137,840 32,910 2,295
Under20years. . .......... 544 48 433 61 2 445 38 336 44 27
20-24years. . . ......... .. 13,229 1,215 10,385 1,418 211 12,544 1,068 9,819 1,370 287
25-29vyears. . . ........ ... 41,146 4,071 30,954 5,430 691 34,797 2,822 26,407 5,171 397
30-34years. .. ........... 54,877 5,401 39,654 9,183 639 49,077 4,820 35,396 8,342 519
35-39years. .. ......... .. 52,598 5,567 37,181 9,193 657 44,551 4,277 31,239 8,695 340
40-44 years. . . . ... 33,700 3,624 23,847 5,819 410 28,335 3,103 19,330 5,628 274
45-49vyears. . .. ... ... ... 14,204 1,822 9,689 2,314 379 11,731 1,229 8,111 2,256 135
50 yearsorolder. . ......... 6,967 751 5,157 904 155 6,121 600 4,363 922 236
Agenotstated . ........... 4,618 407 3,646 498 67 3,870 469 2,839 482 80
Wife
Allages . ............... 221,883 22,906 160,946 34,820 3,211 191,471 18,426 137,840 32,910 2,295
Under20vyears. ........... 2,090 211 1,634 224 21 1,992 249 1,436 254 53
20-24years. .. ... ... .. 25,193 2,786 18,841 3,123 443 22,492 2,255 16,923 2,860 454
25-29years. . ... ... 53,257 5,356 39,443 7,738 720 46,447 4,102 34,457 7,327 561
30-34years. . ............ 58,858 5,454 42,694 9,965 745 51,456 4,590 37,587 8,795 484
35-39years. .. ......... .. 45,366 4,908 31,936 7,867 655 38,940 4,151 26,778 7,624 387
40-44vyears. . .. ... 23,598 2,601 16,472 4,233 292 18,933 1,815 12,913 4,061 144
45-49years. . .. ... ... ... 6,688 858 4,649 1,050 131 5,224 445 3,523 1,151 105
50 yearsorolder. . ......... 1,651 85 1,292 175 99 1,482 121 1,089 241 31
Age notstated . .. ......... 5,182 647 3,985 445 105 4,505 698 3,134 597 76
Husband Percent distribution
Allages . ............... 100.0 10.3 725 15.7 1.4 100.0 9.6 72.0 17.2 1.2
Under20vyears. ........... 100.0 * 79.6 * * 100.0 * 75.5 * *
20-24years. . . ... .. 100.0 9.2 78.5 10.7 1.6 100.0 8.5 78.3 10.9 2.3
25-29vyears. . . ........... 100.0 9.9 75.2 13.2 17 100.0 8.1 75.9 14.9 11
30-34years. . ............ 100.0 9.8 72.3 16.7 1.2 100.0 9.8 721 17.0 11
35-39years. .. ........... 100.0 10.6 70.7 175 1.2 100.0 9.6 70.1 19.5 0.8
40-44 years. . . . ... 100.0 10.8 70.8 17.3 1.2 100.0 11.0 68.2 19.9 1.0
45-49years. . .. ... ... ... 100.0 12.8 68.2 16.3 2.7 100.0 10.5 69.1 19.2 *
50 yearsorolder. . ......... 100.0 10.8 74.0 13.0 2.2 100.0 9.8 71.3 15.1 3.9
Agenotstated . ........... 100.0 8.8 79.0 10.8 * 100.0 12.1 73.4 125 *
Wife

Allages . ............... 100.0 10.3 725 15.7 1.4 100.0 9.6 72.0 17.2 1.2
Under20vyears. ........... 100.0 10.1 78.2 10.7 * 100.0 125 721 12.8 *
20-24years. .. ........... 100.0 11.1 74.8 12.4 1.8 100.0 10.0 75.2 12.7 2.0
25-29years. .. ... ... 100.0 10.1 74.1 145 14 100.0 8.8 74.2 15.8 1.2
30-34years. .. ........... 100.0 9.3 72.5 16.9 13 100.0 8.9 73.0 17.1 0.9
35-39years. .. ........... 100.0 10.8 70.4 17.3 14 100.0 10.7 68.8 19.6 1.0
40-44years. . .. ... 100.0 11.0 69.8 17.9 12 100.0 9.6 68.2 21.4 *
45-49years. . .. ... ... ... 100.0 12.8 69.5 15.7 * 100.0 8.5 67.4 22.0 *
50 yearsorolder. . ......... 100.0 * 78.3 10.6 * 100.0 * 73.5 16.3 *
Age notstated . . .......... 100.0 125 76.9 8.6 * 100.0 155 69.6 13.3 *

17otal of children for whom custody was reported does not necessarily equal the reported number of children under 18 years of age.

NOTES: Of the 31 States in the divorce-registration area, 15 reported custody in 1989—Alabama, Connecticut, Idaho, lllinois, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. In 1990 an additional five States reported—Alaska, Nebraska, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia. Wisconsin ceased to report.
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Table 20. Number and percent distribution of children under 18 years of age for whom custody was reported, by person(s) awarded
custody, according to race of husband and wife: Total of 13 reporting States in 1989 and total of 17 reporting States in 1990

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:

1990 1989
Other Other
Race of husband and wife Totalt Husband Wife Joint person Totalt Husband Wife Joint person
Husband Number
Allraces . . . ............. 184,036 18,684 132,692 29,754 2,906 168,923 16,167 120,458 30,354 1,944
White . . . ... ... ... 157,449 16,466 111,155 27,247 2,581 145,990 14,434 101,892 28,078 1,586
Black . . . ......... ... ... 15,895 970 13,791 879 255 13,997 939 11,974 817 267
Other.................. 1,758 318 1,181 231 28 1,665 166 1,247 219 33
Race not stated. . . . ........ 8,934 930 6,565 1,397 42 7,271 628 5,345 1,240 58
Wife
Allraces . .. ............. 184,036 18,684 132,692 29,754 2,906 168,923 16,167 120,458 30,354 1,944
White . . . ... ... .. ... 157,392 16,185 111,445 27,190 2,572 146,254 14,245 102,396 28,070 1,543
Black . . . ............... 15,102 894 13,209 767 232 13,359 810 11,513 772 264
Other. ... .............. 2,193 556 1,306 298 33 1,905 375 1,257 234 39
Race not stated. . . . ........ 9,349 1,049 6,732 1,499 69 7,405 737 5,292 1,278 98
Husband Percent distribution
Allrtaces . . ... ........... 100.0 10.2 72.1 16.2 1.6 100.0 9.6 71.3 18.0 1.2
White . . . ... ... 100.0 10.5 70.6 17.3 1.6 100.0 9.9 69.8 19.2 1.1
Black . . . ............... 100.0 6.1 86.8 5.5 1.6 100.0 6.7 85.5 5.8 1.9
Other. ... .............. 100.0 18.1 67.2 13.1 * 100.0 10.0 74.9 13.2 *
Race not stated. . . ... ...... 100.0 104 73.5 15.6 * 100.0 8.6 73.5 17.1 *
Wife

Allraces . . . ............. 100.0 10.2 72.1 16.2 1.6 100.0 9.6 71.3 18.0 1.2
White . . ... ... 100.0 10.3 70.8 17.3 1.6 100.0 9.7 70.0 19.2 11
Black . . . ........... . ... 100.0 5.9 87.5 51 1.5 100.0 6.1 86.2 5.8 2.0
Other.................. 100.0 25.4 59.6 13.6 * 100.0 19.7 66.0 12.3 *
Race not stated. . . . ........ 100.0 11.2 72.0 16.0 * 100.0 10.0 715 17.3 *

1Total of children for whom custody was reported does not necessarily equal the reported number of children under 18 years of age.

NOTES: Of the 31 States in the divorce-registration area, 13 reported custody and race of husband and wife in 1989—Alabama, Connecticut, Idaho, lllinois, Kansas, MIssouri, Montana, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. In 1990 an additional five States reported—Alaska, Nebraska, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia. Wisconsin ceased to report.
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Table 21. Number and percent distribution of children under 18 years of age for whom custody was reported, by person(s) awarded
custody, according to number of this marriage of husband and wife: Total of 15 reporting States in 1989 and total of 19 reporting States
in 1990

[Based on sample data]

Custody awarded to:

1990 1989
Number of this marriage Other Other
of husband and wife Totalt Husband Wife Joint person Totalt Husband Wife Joint person
Husband Number
All marriages? . . ... ....... 221,883 22,906 160,946 34,820 3,211 191,471 18,426 137,840 32,910 2,295
First marriage. . . .. ... ..... 168,609 17,955 121,056 27,143 2,455 146,044 14,138 103,507 26,680 1,719
Second marriage. . . ... .. ... 35,532 3,209 26,527 5,278 518 29,676 2,912 22,194 4,221 349
Third marriage or more . . . . . .. 7,511 655 5,745 970 141 6,934 433 5,559 834 108
Notstated . . .. ........... 9,918 1,076 7,381 1,369 92 8,610 937 6,413 1,141 119
Wife
All marriages? . . ... ....... 221,883 22,906 160,946 34,820 3,211 191,471 18,426 137,840 32,910 2,295
First marriage. . . .. ........ 172,503 17,374 125,516 27,229 2,384 149,178 14,016 106,955 26,454 1,753
Second marriage . . . ... ... .. 33,079 3,720 23,623 5,209 527 28,697 2,955 20,951 4,472 319
Third marriage or more . . . . . . . 6,016 626 4,326 925 139 5,026 517 3,621 812 76
Notstated . . .. ........... 9,917 1,159 7,240 1,378 140 8,385 927 6,173 1,138 147
Husband Percent distribution
All marriages? . ... ........ 100.0 10.3 72.5 15.7 1.4 100.0 9.6 72.0 17.2 1.2
First marriage. . . .. ........ 100.0 10.6 71.8 16.1 1.5 100.0 9.7 70.9 18.3 1.2
Second marriage. . . .. ...... 100.0 9.0 74.7 14.9 1.5 100.0 9.8 74.8 14.2 1.2
Third marriage or more . . . . . . . 100.0 8.7 76.5 12.9 * 100.0 6.2 80.2 12.0 *
Notstated . . .. ........... 100.0 10.8 74.4 13.8 * 100.0 10.9 74.5 13.3 *
Wife

All marriages? . ... ........ 100.0 10.3 72.5 15.7 1.4 100.0 9.6 72.0 17.2 1.2
First marriage. . . .. ........ 100.0 10.1 72.8 15.8 1.4 100.0 9.4 71.7 17.7 1.2
Second marriage. . . ... ..... 100.0 11.2 71.4 15.7 1.6 100.0 10.3 73.0 15.6 11
Third marriage or more . . . . . .. 100.0 10.4 719 15.4 * 100.0 10.3 72.0 16.2 *
Notstated . . .. ........... 100.0 11.7 73.0 13.9 * 100.0 11.1 73.6 13.6 *

1Total of children for whom custody was reported does not necessarily equal the number of children under 18 years of age.
2|ncludes remarried, number not stated.
NOTES: Of the 31 States in the divorce-registration area, 15 reported custody and number of this marriage in 1989 and 1990—Alabama, Connecticut, Idaho, lllinois, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri,

Montana, New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. In 1990 an additional five States reported—Alaska, Nebraska, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Virginia.
Wisconsin ceased to report.
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H Table I. Sampling error of estimated percent: Divorce-registration area, 1980, 1989, and
TeChnlcaI notes 1990, and each registration State, 1989 and 1990

[Figures for Alaska, Delaware, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, South

Definitions Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming had no sampling errors in 1989 or 1990 because all records were tabulated]
Divorces include absolute divorces, Sampling error of estimated percent
annulments, and dissolutions of marriage. Area and year 1or99 10 or 90 250r75 50

Data are tabulated by State where decréee

. Divorce-registration area
was granted, not by State of residence. 9

. . . 1990 ..t 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2
Date of divorce is defined as the date theggy ... .. . . . . 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.2
decree was granted. 1980 .« oo 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2
Registration States, 1990
Alabama . . ............ . ... ... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
Sources of data Alaska . .. ooe
Connecticut . . . . ... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
i . Delaware. . . . . .. ... . ... ... .. ...
Nationwide counts District of Columbia . . ... ...........
. . GEOrgia. « « v v v 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Data in tables 1 and 2 are derivedHawaii..........................
from counts of the number of divorce!daho. ................... .. ... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
llinois. . . .. ... ... . 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
decrees reported annually by States a"]SRa .......................... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
counties to the National Center for Hea|th(ansask ........................ 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.4
P f entucky. . . ... ... o 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
Statistics (NCHS). Wher! divorces are _noﬁlaryland ....................... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
reported for some counties, the followingvassachusetts . . .. ......... ... ... 0.2 05 0.7 0.8
itari i irMichigan. . .. ... ... oo 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
Cme”a_ are applied for the data shown Id\MAissouri ....................... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
table 2 Montana. .. .. ................... L .. ... ...
) Nebraska. . . .. .................. 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
e The State totals are published aslew Hampshire ............. .. ..
ewYork. . . ... ... 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.9
repo_rted even when there are_nonreghio .......................... o1 o 06 06
porting counties. If the population of oregon. ... .................... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
nonreporting areas in the latest availPennsylvania . . . ............ ... 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
. c?hodelsland ....................
able census is Ies.s than 1 percent Qlouth carolina . .. . ..o oo 0.2 05 0.7 0.8
the State population, the State totapouth Dakota....................
[ Jennessee. . . ... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
does not have a footnote to mdlcatq}tah .......................... 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.5
that the data are incomplete. VEIMONt. .. . oo
e If the population of nonreporting Virginia. ... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
. WISCONSIN . . . . o oo 0.1 0.5 0.6 0.8
areas is 1.0 to 9.9 percent of the Stat@yoming. ... ... . ........ . . ... ...
population, data for the State and divi- Registration States, 1989
sion have the footnote “Data areAlabama....................... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
H ” laska.. ... ... ... oL
mcomplete. Rates are computeq, a_”@onnecticut ..................... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
no estimates are made for the missingelaware.. .. . ... ........ .. ... ...
data. District of Columbia . . . .. ........... L. L. L. L.
. S UGEOIGIAL L e 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
e If the population of nonreporting jauar I
areas is 10 percent or more of thedaho...................... ... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
; calllinOiS. L L 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
State population, the State “and d'v"lowa .......................... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
sion totals have the footnote “Data arexansas. . . . .................... 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.5
Incomplete”’ and the dlvorce rate iSKentucky ....................... 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
. Maryland. . .. ................... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
_not Co_mpqted. Estimates are mad_e fOlassachusetts . . . ... .. 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
inclusion in the totals for the region M?chigaﬂ ....................... 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7
and fOI’ the Unlted StateS, aﬂd rateS alJé:)S:t(;L:]r; ....................... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
computed. Figures for the region andvebraska. . . . ................... 0.1 0.4 05 0.6
United States have the footnote “Fig-NeW Hampshire . .. ............... ... .. ... ...
. . y NeW YOrK. . . oot 0.2 0.5 0.8 0.9
ures include estimates. ONIO. - o oot 01 0.4 0.6 0.7
Oregon. . . ... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Pennsylvania . . ... ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Sample data Rhode Island . . ... ... o
South Carolina . . .. ............... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
Information about the characteristicsSouth Dakota . . . . . ............... .. o o ..
. . . . Tennessee. . .. ... .. ... 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.8
of divorcing couples is .gvallablg only Utah. ..o 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.6
from States that participate in thevermont... ..................... .
H N H H ipVirginia. ... 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6
divorce-registration area (DRA). Data Mivisconsin - LI 0.1 0.5 0.7 0.8

tables 3—11 are derived from a probabilityvyoming

sample of divorce records from States
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participating in the DRA. The DRA has 2,500 records for each State. This crittComputation of rates, percent
expanded from 28 States in 1970 to 3%ion required 100-percent sampling fordistributions, medians, and
States and the District of Columbia inAlaska, Delaware, the District of means
1989 and 1990. About 49 percent of theColumbia, Hawaii, Montana, New Hamp- Divorce rates for 1989 and 1990 in
divorces in the United States in 1989 andghire, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Ver-
. , . tables 1-3 and 5 are based on the popu-
1990 were granted in the DRA. Data ormont, and Wyoming. All States in the, . .
. . I o lations estimated as of July 1, 1989, and
the race of the husband and wife in table®BRA provided their divorce certificate .
: . July 1, 1990 (15-18). The divorce rates
12-16 were from 27 States and the Disdata through either State-coded dat% .
) : . o2 . y race in table 13 are based on the
trict of Columbia that were in the DRA tapes, microfilm, or photocopies. ; .
o o ; population enumerated as of April 1,
and reported this item on their divorce  Table | shows sampling errors for 990, in the decennial census (19). Per-
certificates. The divorces in these Statesstimates that constitute 1, 10, 25, 50, 751 ’ )

accounted for 40 percent of all divorce€90, and 99 percent of the annual divorcéjent distributions, means, and medians

in 1989 and 39 percent in 1990. The dat#otals. These sampling errors are showﬁ);glrlﬁ:ﬂocﬁs(i Sun:%rerwgflczhitlr;?enpeg:]nrzrjt
on the physical custody of the children infor the DRA for 1980, 1989, and 1990tion of marriage. person to whom 'custod
tables 17-19 and 21 were from the 1%nd for the District of Columbia and eachWas awardedg o’rpa e) is not stated Megn
and 19 States that reported this item iDRA State for 1989 and 1990. o 9 ; '

. and median ages at marriage and at
1989 and 1990, respectively. These States . .

. . . decree, and mean and median duration of

accounted for 25 and 27 percent of alEstimates of children involved marriage  were  computed  usin
divorces in 1989 and 1990, respectivelyin divorce 9 P 9

: ungrouped data.
The data in table 20 were from the 13 and To make national estimates of chil- The mean and the median are mea-

17 States that reported custody and race : . . . ;
; . . dren involved in divorce, shown in sures of central tendency. The mean is
in 1989 and 1990, respectively. Data in : .
able 3, it was assumed that the averageomputed by summing the values of the
these States accounted for 21 and 23 per- . d . . L
cent of all divorces in the respectivenumber of children per decree for theitem under consideration and dividing
ears United States was the same as ththis sum by the number of observations
y ' average in the DRA. This average wadncluded. The median is the middle value
Di | multiplied by the national divorce total to of a set of observations that have been
lvorce sample estimate the national number of childrerarranged in order of magnitude. There are
The probability sample of divorcesinvolved in divorce. For 1950-59 thean equal number of observations above
for 1989 and 1990 were selected by usingverage number of children per decreand below the median.
five different sampling rates. For the Dis-was calculated using data from all
trict of Columbia and for each State inreporting States; for 1960, from a nation-
the DRA, either 5, 10, 20, 50, or 100 perwide sample; for 1961-69, from 16
cent of the divorce records were includedStates; and thereafter, from all DRA
Sampling rates were selected so that th8tates.
expected sample would contain at least
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